
2020 IMPACT REPORT

SEE what
we’re made of



What can we say about 2020? There was so much that was good and yet so much heartbreak around 

the world. Each year we seek to pause and reflect on the year – our challenges, achievements, and 

stories of resilience from our girls and for our work here at the Ann Bancroft Foundation. 

A mentor wrote to us this last fall: “Like so many of us, the pandemic has taken away the opportunity 

to participate in the activities we love. Getting this grant, at this time, would allow Jessica to continue 

creating art even in the midst of COVID-19, and to still feel like she is working her way to her goals.”

This is why we do this work.

The pandemic was particularly hard on women and girls around the world. Because of this, we are 

even more dedicated to our work to invest in a girl’s dream to nurture her confidence, self-esteem, 

pride, and self-advocacy by connecting girls with activities that let them show the world what they are 

really made of.

Prior to the pandemic, we expected 2020 to be our largest grantmaking year in our history. We 

started off 2020 strong, but were quickly overcome with the reality of the pandemic and its impact 

on our girls, their families, and our work. We ended up suspending our spring grant cycle as the state 

was shutting down and girls’ activities were cancelled and programs shuttered. 

We were back in the fall and, although our numbers were lower than usual, we were thrilled to 

support 80 girls to make their dreams come true! We remained committed to increasing our 

geographic range across Minnesota and were able to increase our reach to 77 of 87 Minnesota 

counties.

During 2020 our mission remained unchanged, but how we served girls needed to shift. We quickly 

turned to virtual programming and offered more than a dozen virtual opportunities for girls to come 

together for peer learning and education. We updated our website to offer links to community 

emergency resources, mental health resources, and updated information on our grantmaking plans. 

Our staff was working from home, our volunteers were volunteering from home, and our long-

standing in-person Annual Celebration and Fundraiser became a virtual event.  
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Dear Ann Bancroft Foundation Supporters,
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Although our 2020 Annual Celebration and Fundraiser was virtual, we were still able to raise 

$230,000, surpassing our revised goal! Thank you to the 600 of you who attended remotely from 

around the state, the country, and the world. Our event was a success because of your continued 

support of us even during extremely uncertain times.  

Also, in 2020 our Executive Director, Sara Fenlason, departed after an amazing 6 years at the helm 

here. Sara was our first executive director and laid the groundwork for a strong organizational 

structure and grantmaking program. We are forever grateful for her leadership and vision. We have 

an interim ED in place (Christine Ganzlin) and will be announcing a new Executive Director in the 

upcoming months. 

We recently received a note from one of our 2012 trailblazers, Abby. She described how her grant 

to attend a camp at Wolf Ridge Environmental Learning Center “led me to discover a passion for 

outdoor science, further leading me to a degree in geology and two international field research 

projects.” We are so proud of her and the path she has created for herself. 

As we write this, some of the pandemic restrictions are being lifted here in Minnesota and other 

places around the world. As pandemic restrictions continue to evolve, however, we are hopeful that 

we can more fully get back to the business of serving girls so that they can realize their dreams and 

feel supported along the way.

2022 marks the 25th Anniversary of the Ann Bancroft Foundation. We will announce a new strategic 

plan that includes input gathered from many of you, our donors, and friends. Save the date – our 25th 

Anniversary Celebration will be in person next year on April 28, 2022, at The Depot in Minneapolis!

Thank you for all you do for the Ann Bancroft Foundation and the girls and mentors we support.  And 

thank you for staying on the journey with us over this last year.

Ann Bancroft
Founder

Jackie Hartman
Board Chair
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TENACITY.
That's what we're made of.

“As one of the few girls
taking engineerinG 
electives in high 
school, my voice is 
often ignored. In the 
past, I have just 
accepted that. 

Now, I have learned the 
importance of being 
treated as an equal.”





“While it is important to be
humble, it is also important to take 
time to acknowledge your talents!”
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My name is Naomi Lopez, and I’m an alumna of ABF. I used my ABF grant to attend a 
pre-college program at Carnegie Mellon University when I was 16 years old. 

Now, I am a senior at Carleton College and study political science. This year, I’m also 
applying to law school! I’m pursuing a career in Child Protection and Juvenile Justice. 
I strongly believe we all should invest in the well-being and growth of children, 
particularly BIPOC youth. I’ve enjoyed working with dedicated non-profits and 
professionals in Minnesota with similar goals.

If you are a past recipient of an Ann Bancroft Foundation grant or are interested 
in applying, you have done something in your life that is worth being proud of. 
Congratulations! Maybe you learned a challenging piece of music in band, beat your 
personal record during a race, or earned some stellar grades in school. These are all 
accomplishments you should confidently claim and say, “Yeah, I just did that.” Girls in 
our society, however, are taught to downplay their successes and not brag. 

When I was younger, I struggled to accept any praise for my work. I missed so many 
opportunities to celebrate the awesome stuff I did as a result. I was reminded of 
the importance of taking ownership and pride in my achievements when I started 
college last fall. I worked hard throughout high school (and during the summers 
thanks to my Dare to Dream grant) and got into my dream college. 

I was accepted into my school on my own merit, but I somehow felt out of place 
and underqualified. It was a classic case of imposter syndrome. The term imposter 
syndrome is used to describe a pattern of negative thinking a person may have 
when they are rewarded for their success. Although individuals deserve their 
accomplishments, they may experience feelings of doubt and inadequacy. To 
overcome my imposter syndrome, I reflected on all the studying, extracurriculars, 
and hard work I had done in order to get into college. 

I challenge girls involved with ABF to take a moment to reflect on something they 
did in the past year that made them proud. Think about how much effort, bravery, 
and skill it took! We have all done something awesome, so let’s own it!

Spring 2017 Trailblazer 
Naomi lopez
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Each year the Ann Bancroft Foundation evaluates the impact of its programming by having 

grant recipients respond to a survey before and after their grant-funded experience.  

During 2020 the Ann Bancroft Foundation, like others, had to shift and work to best meet 

the needs of our girls and other stakeholders. We worked to stay connected with our grant 

recipients. This did not always prove to be an easy task with our Trailblazers taking on the 

daunting task of navigating the many challenges of COVID-19 – distance learning, families 

struggling with unemployment, illness from COVID-19, mental health concerns, and online 

fatigue. 

We opened our regular Spring 2020 grant round, but eventually cancelled the spring grants 

because most programming and experiences for Trailblazers were cancelled due to the 

pandemic. 

We had a successful Fall 2020 grant round (although smaller than most years due to 

COVID-19), and we did not get those evaluation results until recently, so they will be reported 

in our next Annual Impact Report. 

In 2018 and 2019, we awarded $358,670 to 751 girls across Minnesota. We 
are proud that in 2019, 25% of our grants went to girls who live outside of 
the 7-county Twin Cities Metro region. 

We can report some amazing cumulative evaluation results for the years leading up to 2020. 

positively impacting mn girls

Resilience. 
That's what we're made of.
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Between 2016-2019 girls who received ABF grants reported the 
following about the impact of their grant awards:

 of girls surveyed agreed that applying for their grant helped them 
think about, describe, and work toward their dreams.

 of girls surveyed indicated that their mentor’s support through the 
grant process was helpful and that their mentor was an adult they could 
trust.

 of evaluated grant recipients report that without their ABF grant, they 
were not sure that they would have been able to participate in their funded 
activity.

 of girls surveyed agreed that their funded activity helped  them learn 
more about themselves, was a good experience, and changed their lives for 
the better.

99%

99%

95%

84%



We had only one grant round due to the pandemic (normally there are two). We 
had to cancel the spring 2020 round because the activities were being cancelled. 
All girls were encouraged to re-apply for a future round..

• 78 grants awarded 

• $35,000 in grant dollars 

Leadership 5
Dance  9
Horse Training  1
Travel 15
Volleyball 1
Outdoors 1
Gymnastics 2
Basketball 5
Dance 21
Art 7
STEM 1
Softball 2
Education 5
Cheerleading 2

Kindergarten 6
1st Grade 2
2nd Grade 3 
3rd Grade 5
4th Grade 8
5th Grade 1
6th Grade 2
7th Grade 6
8th Grade 6
9th Grade 3
10th Grade 8
11th Grade 23
12th Grade 5
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About our grantees

Grantees by grade
at time of award

GRANTS BY ACTIVITY



Black or African American  28

White  23 

Multi-Ethnic  14

Arab  2 

Hispanic  2

Somali  2 

Asian  1

American Indian or Alaska Native   1

Chose not to share  4
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Our grantees come from a wide variety of ethnic 
backgrounds as reported in the application process.

Northeast 7 
Northwest 0
Central 1
Metro 65
Southeast 0
South Central 1
Southwest 0

Anoka 5
Carver 1
Dakota 3
Hennepin 49
Kandiyohi 1
Koochiching 1
Lake 1
Le Sueur 1
Ramsey 7
St. Louis 7
Washington 1

Award distribution MAP

Award distribution
by county

ethnicity



Linda Green, the owner of Art of Dance Studio in Brooklyn Park, 

was the recipient of the 2020 ABF Impact Award. Linda is the living 

embodiment of “Imagine Something Bigger,” realizing her dreams for 

dance with the opening of her own studio in 2002. She has taught and 

mentored hundreds of girls over the years including more than 55 ABF 

Trailblazers. Linda is one of our strongest advocates in her community 

and is truly a friend of ABF. 

In Linda’s own words: “I’ve always wanted to dance. It’s my passion. 

I love the art of dance and that empowered me to say, ‘You know 

what, I didn’t have this when I was really little.’ I had a dream that 

one of these days not only am I going to dance on the big stage, 

but I’m going to make sure that other girls are going to do the same 

thing. And what better than to teach them the art of dance. That’s an 

extension of me and that’s what I want to give back.

The Ann Bancroft Foundation has meant so much to these students. I 

feel like ABF is giving the same thing that I have given. They are giving 

the opportunity where girls wouldn’t have one before to learn the art 

of dance, to experience dance in a way that impacts them to have self-

esteem, self-worth, and confidence to go out into the world and say, 

‘You know what? I can do this.’ ”

Hear more from Linda and watch one of her class sessions on our 

YouTube channel at https://youtu.be/lYQZ6tPKVZ8. 
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The Ann Bancroft
Impact Award
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That's what we're made of.
DETERMINATION.
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Jackie Hartman, Chair 
Cargill 

Laura Fingerson, Vice Chair 
Strategic Education, Inc.

Chris Chapman, Secretary 
TCF Bank

Jolene Hart, Treasurer 
Junior Achievement of the  
Upper Midwest

Ann Bancroft, Founder 
Bancroft Arnesen Expedition

Amy Bergstrom 
The College of St. 
Scholastica

Julianne Bye  
University of Minnesota, 
Montana State University 

Kari Kehr-Dzieweczynski 
US Bank

Sara Kilian 
Perforce Software

Carley Knox 
Minnesota Lynx

Libby Mura 
Jack Links

Sharon Olson  
Director Emerita
Olson Wealth Management

Mara Proell 
Deloitte

Teresa Thompson 
Fredrikson & Byron

Analeisha Vang 
Minnesota Energy

Amy Watters 
The College of St. 
Scholastica

Christine Ganzlin  
Interim Executive Manager 

Jennifer Summers Arriola  
Development and Events 
Manager

Danica Cambrice 
Communications 
Coordinator

Mary-Genevieve Moisan  
Saint Catherine University 
Intern

Board of directors
At large members

STAFF



“Without determination, I would
  have stopped going after my
  dream long ago.”



Anonymous
Susan Albrecht
Courtney Alperin
Laurence Altman/Fortune Financial
Sarah Andersen and 

Christopher Hayner
Kristin Arbeiter
Jennifer Summers Arriola*
Dana Backer
Julie and Brigg Backer
Suzanne Badenhoop & Guy Lampard

Family Fund of the Marin 
Community Foundation

Ann Bancroft
Debbie Bancroft
Hunter Bancroft and Helga Lange
Susan Barrott
Elissa Becker
Patricia Becker
David Benning
Lynn and James Berghs
Art Berman
Jane Robertson Blanch
Angie and Bruce Boelter
Shelly and Trenda Boyum-Breen
Jane Braun
Lisa and Nick Brezonik
Lester and Theresa Brunker
Julianne Bye*
Tracy Call
Ben Cameron and Scott Plikerd
Ann Caspar and 

Ravi Balasubrahmanyan

Jenny and Chris Chapman
Sarah and Aaron Cherveny
Bernadette and Paul Christiansen
Maria Cone
Jane Sage Cowles
Amy Crawford and Alice Johnson
Mary Cullen
Christina and Damon Dahlheimer
Barbara Davis
Fran Davis
Ned and Sherry Ann Dayton
Susan Dentzer Alston
Erin Dietrich and Chris Rea
Linnea and Gary Dietrich
Mairi Doerr
Paula Doroff
Laurie Drill-Mellum
Melanie Ebertz
Sally Ehlers and Ann Adams
Catherine Engelbert
Sara Fenlason*
Laura Fingerson and John Pedersen
Ruth Fingerson
Niki Flavin
Kathleen and Walter Flynn
Ron Fraboni
Wesley Fredenburg
Chris Ganzlin
Rogers George
Amanda Giliotti
Robin Gillette
Susie and Hal Goldstein
Kevin and Linda Goodno

Emily and John Grams
Sarah and Fred Haberman
Sarah Harris
Mark Harrison and Susan Michalek
Jolene and Tom Hart
Chris and Bob Hartman
Jackie Hartman* and Ken Kozachok
Janis Heaney
John Hebble
Kari and Dave Henry
Joan Higinbotham
Constance Hilliard Coyne and 

Francis Coyne
Anne Hodgson
Michael and Tami Holsten
Lisa Huey
Sara Janz
Amy Johnson
Sally Johnson* and Kay Kramer
Mary Jones and Dominic Papatola
Amber Karcher-Ramos and 

Keith Schmitz
Brian and Kelly Katlack
Kari* and Kevin Dzieweczynski
Kate Kennedy
Sara and Amy Kilian
Julie Kimble
Trish Kirk
Cheryl Knight*
Carley Knox, Cheryl Reeve and 

Oliver Knox-Reeve
Jonna Kosalko
Stephen Kozachok
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individual donors

Thank you
to our 2020 donors!



The Ann Bancroft Foundation is funded 100% by contributions – we could 
not fulfill our mission without your generosity and support. The following 
lists include donors who contributed $250 or more throughout 2020. If you 
feel there is an error, please contact us at (612) 338-5752 x192 so we can 
correct our records.

Colleen Kulhanek
Greg Lais and Patti Thurber
Hertha Lange
Kathy Larkin
Richard and Bea Levey
Brenda Lightbody
Debra Linder
Teresa Lombard
Craig Luedemann and

Mary Robischon
Patricia Lugtu
Lonna Lysne
Christi Mack
Susan Mairs
Jan Malcolm*
Mary Mansour and Marie Saraga
Susan Marvin
Susan McCormick Hadley
Kate McRoberts
Jennifer Melin Miller and 

David Miller
Jeri Meola and Judy Osborne
Brady Miller
Robb Miller
Weston Miller
Martha Mumma
Libby Mura
Marnie and Ken Myhre
Bette and Terrance Noble
Heather and Michael Noble
Deborah Olson
Sharon Olson*
Mark and Mitsi O’Neill

Maggie and Amar Patel
Paul and Sheila Steiner 

Charitable Trust
Leota and Roger Pearson
Kris Petersen
Laurette and Stephan Petersen
Jennifer and Michael Peterson
Karin and Douglas Petty
Kelly Pickens
Gretchen Piper
Chris Pluto
Mara and Tony Proell
Jeff Prouty
Irene Qualters
Shannon Quinn Horsager
Leela Rao
Jacey Reese
Peter H. Bachman and Janet Rice

Fund of the Minneapolis 
Foundation

Sheila and Scott Riggs
Kelly Rose
Nina and Ken Rothchild
Sarah J. Andersen Fund of the Hugh

J. Andersen Foundation
Pete Scherf
Michelle and Tom Schlehuber
Linda Scott and Susan Morgan
Richard Senese
Kath Sharp
Lee Sheehy and Cathy Lawrence
Phil Simon
Sylvia Stanley

Andy and John Steiner-Manning
Sue Steinhagen
John Sullivan
Carol Sundberg
Teresa and Steve Thompson
Teresa Thour
DeeDee Tillitt
Karna and Bruce Trautman
Gayle Trebesch*
Tresa Undem
Analeisha Vang
Lucia Watson
Steven C. and Catherine Roessler

Webster Fund
Beth Weinberger
Sue Wessel
Ruth Whitney Bowe
Kathy and Gary Wilde
William Huch Fund at the Community 

Foundation of Sarasota County
Julie Wissinger and Tom Higgins
Laura Woodward
Sally Yates

* Indicates individuals who
have joined the Legacy Society 
by including the Ann Bancroft 
Foundation in their estate plans. 
For information about making 
a planned gift please contact 
Jennifer Summers Arriola at 
(612) 338-5752 x192.
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Barb Bitterman
In honor of my mom: Behind every girl (and boy!) is a girl who
grew up strong!

Kevin Bitterman

Jane Cowles
A new connection with a kindred spirit, thanks to a virtual 
“Chat With Ann”

Amy Sandeen

George Floyd 

#blm

Lindsay Johnson

Bonnie Gerhard

Thank You Bonnie for all you do for us and the community!

Sonja Griebel

Kathy Holm
Merry Christmas Grandam! Thank you for supporting us and all
that we do!

Sonja and Ruby Griebel

Donna Lightbody

Brenda Lightbody

Jodi O’Donovan

Thank you for being a great teacher and friend. Merry Christmas.

Ruby Griebel

Sarah Rondeau Ananthan

Sarah Fritz

Mason and Eli Schribman-Charney

Robin Schribman

Teresa Thour

Thankful for you!

Micaela Olson-Macgregor

Emily Vogel

Dan Smith

Dick and Bill Bancroft

Kath Sharp

Kris Carlton

Erin Bailey and Chris Schmitter

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Minnesota

Dorothy Buckman

Heidi and Steve Burch

Molly Carlton and Daunte Hill

Susan Dentzer Alston 

Laurie Drill-Mellum 

Paula Duhaime 

Kathy and Walt Flynn

Rogers George 

Jackie Jensen-Gordon and 

Craig Gordon

Meredith and Doug Kuehl

Matt Massman 

Jennifer McNertney 

Marybeth Meyer 

Minnesota Department of 

Health Finance

Tracy Murtaugh 

Susan Piva and Laurie Keate

Dan Pollock 

Chris Read 

Glennis Schlukebier 

Stratis Health

Joanne Swanson and 

Annie Huidekoper

UnitedHealthcare Compliance Team

Jeannie Ward

Heather Weems 

Kurt Wiger 

Judy Kitzman

Sylvia Stanley

Kari Marie Larson

Diane Gamble

Sue Lundgren

Betty Felix

20

Anonymous (2)

Ameriprise Financial

Apple

Great-West Lifeco

JP Morgan Chase Foundation

Liberty Mutual Insurance

Medtronic Foundation

Minnetronix Medical

Pfizer Foundation

Securian Financial Group

State Farm and State Farm Companies

Foundation

TCF Foundation

U.S. Bank Foundation

UnitedHealth Group

tributes and memorials
in honor of

in memory of

corporate matching donors



Anonymous

The Barry Foundation

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Minnesota

CCF

Capella Education Company

Deloitte

The Disruptive Element

Fox Rothschild

Fredrikson & Byron P.A.

Hugh J. Andersen Foundation

iDream.tv Location Images

James T. Nystrom Foundation

Karuna Fund

KimbleCo

Midway Bicycle Supply

Minnesota Lynx & Timberwolves

Minnesota Timberwolves Basketball

Limited Partnership

Mr. Michael Recycles Bicycles LLC

The Craig & Beverley Miller Family

Foundation

North Bay Companies

NWX2, LLC

Olson Wealth Group LLC

Otto Bremer Trust

Perforce Foundation

Perforce Software, Inc.

Project Consulting Group

Prouty Project

Rogue Foundation

Slaggie Family Foundation

Slalom

TCF Bank

U.S. Bank

UnitedHealthcare Compliance Team

Wildlife Science Center

Winslow Capital Management

Women’s Foundation of Minnesota
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Institutional donors

Julianne Bye 
Rio Verde, Arizona (formerly Minneapolis/St. Paul)

My Ann Bancroft Foundation 
Involvement: 
Donor, Board Member, Development Committee 
Chair, Feasibility Committee Member

A young woman from the YWCA Minneapolis was a 
speaker at the ABF Annual Event, so I attended. Then, 
Kris Petersen and Sara Fenlasen invited me to get 
more involved.

My whole life has been about supporting girls and 
women. The ABF model of providing direct support to 
girls to make their dreams happen speaks to my heart.

Volunteer experience should fill you – and there are 
many opportunities at ABF to be involved. You can be 
a grant reviewer, help with outreach to girls, volunteer 
with the annual celebration, mentoring, equity and 
diversity work, and more. 

How I became involved with the 
Ann Bancroft Foundation:  

Why I continue to support the 
Ann Bancroft Foundation: 
What would you say to others 
who may want to get involved: 
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Statement of Financial Position (Unaudited)

Cash  $730,800

Other Assets  $61,730

Total Assets  $792,530

PPP Loan  $45,500

Grants Payable  $34,440

Other Payables  $6,940

Total Liabilities  $86,880

Net Assets With Donor Restrictions  $300,380 

Net Assets Without Donor Restrictions  $405,270

Total Net Assets  $705,650

Total Liabilities and Net Assets  $792,530

Statement of Activities (Unaudited)

Without Donor Restrictions  

Revenue  

Institutional Grants  $119,600

Individual Contributions  $154,900

Annual Event  $229,940 

Other Events & Income  $6,310

Gifts in Kind  $11,730

Total Revenue   $522,480

Expense

Salaries & Benefits  $202,640 

Grants & Direct Program Costs  $34,700 

Contract, Outside & Professional Services  $42,200 

Annual Event  $39,140 

Office & Occupancy  $55,520

Other Expenses  $22,690

In Kind Expenses  $11,730

Total Expenses  $408,620

Change in Net Assets Without Donor Restrictions  $113,860

With Donor Restrictions

Contributions  $200,380

Release from Resetrictions   -$24,880

Change in Net Assets - With Donor Restrictions  $175,500

Total Change in Net Assets  $289,360
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We would like to thank the many supporters of the Ann Bancroft Foundation 
who make our work possible. Special thanks to CCF for donating the time and 
conception, development and prepress work, to Graphic Knowledge for image 
retouching, and to Dolan Printing. Their pro-bono services and reduced pricing 
have minimized cost for production of this report. 

thank you!

Our 25th anniversary is in 2022 and we invite everyone to join us for the celebration. 
There will be small gatherings throughout the months leading up to the big party on 
April 28, 2022, in person at The Depot Minneapolis.

These 25 years would not have happened without the support of thousands of donors, 
volunteers, mentors, parents, and of course, our Trailblazers. Thank you all.
We have created a web page at www.annbancroftfoundation.org/news/25Years with 
highlights from the past 25 years along with information on upcoming events. Bookmark 
it and keep checking back for updates and new content throughout the next year.

Celebrate
25 Years of ABF



2356 University Avenue West, #404 
St. Paul, MN  55114
annbancroftfoundation.org

The Ann Bancroft Foundation inspires and encourages girls to imagine 
something bigger. We strive to build confidence and offer tools that will allow 
a girl to go after her dreams and feel supported along the way.  Through 
grants, mentorship, and ongoing development opportunities, the Ann Bancroft 
Foundation is giving Minnesota girls strength to achieve their full potential.

mission


