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Dear Friends, 

Thank you for being part of the story of the Ann Bancroft Foundation. 
As we reflect on 2025, we are filled with gratitude—not only for 
what was accomplished, but for the community that made it 
possible. Again and again, we witnessed girls and gender-expansive 
youth step into new experiences, discover their strength, and feel 
the power of being surrounded by people who believe in them.

A highlight for us was our second Girlhood Summit. Of the more than 
250 girls who attended, the majority were not Ann Bancroft Foundation 
grantees, reminding us that seed grants are not the only programmatic 
entry point into our community. Young people are seeking knowledge, 
mentorship, and meaningful connections. They want spaces where they 
can feel strong, share ideas, explore who they are, and build community 
across different experiences and backgrounds. Because of you, those 
spaces exist.

One Summit participant put words to what so many felt: 

“There is a whole community of women ready to connect, 
support, and cheer on the next generation.” 

Yes, indeed! We want every girl to know that feeling—not just in one room, on one day, but throughout 
her journey: to feel seen while dreaming, supported while stretching, and celebrated as she becomes 
more fully herself.

As we look toward our 30th anniversary in 2027, we are reflecting on where we have been and imagining 
what the next 30 years could hold. How do we measure courage, resilience, belonging, joy, or the quiet 
confidence that grows when someone realizes she is not alone?

If our first 30 years helped young people launch their ideas and dreams, we believe the next 30 will be 
about walking with them longer—offering sustained mentorship, connection, leadership development, 
and community.

No one person or organization can remove every obstacle between young people and their aspirations. 
But together, we can help clear the path.

Thank you for believing in girls, standing alongside them, and helping build the community they deserve.

With gratitude,

Ethelind B. Kaba, Executive Director       Sarah Strehl, Board Chair Ann Bancroft, Founder
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THEORY OF CHANGE:
The Ann Bancroft Foundation believes investing  
in girls by increasing access to transformative  
experiences builds competence, confidence, 
connection, character, and caring and disrupts  
the impacts of gender inequities by: 

•	 Helping girls build skills to navigate the
	 challenges they face today, and laying  
	 the foundation for future successes that 		
	 strengthen our communities. 

•	 Centering and amplifying the voices of  
	 girls, listening to the dreams they see for  
	 themselves, and surrounding them with  
	 a supportive network that encourages  
	 their confidence to do more. 

VALUES AND CULTURE: 
The Ann Bancroft Foundation operates with a 
passion for making a difference in the lives of  
those who identify as girls. We believe a sense  
of belonging developed through equity, diversity,  
and inclusion is essential to fulfilling our  
mission and vision.  

•	 We work as an organization to create an  
	 environment where all feel respected, valued, 	
	 and able to dream. 

•	 We are conscious of the practices and norms 	
	 that perpetuate inequity, and we commit to  
	 involve and reflect the communities we serve. 

•	 We partner with values-aligned individuals  
	 and organizations to cultivate an environment 	
	 that supports girls in the achievement of  
	 their dreams. 

KEY CHANGE PATHWAYS AND PRACTICES:  
Grantmaking, mentorship, and ongoing
development opportunities.

•	 Amplifying and celebrating stories of impact
	 and inspiration.

•	 Leading with a culture of listening, learning, 
	 and adapting.

VISION: 

We envision a world in which 
all who identify as a girl have a 

chance to live their dream 
and reach their full 
potential.

MISSION:  
 

The Ann Bancroft Foundation 
supports girls and gender- 
expansive youth to live their dreams 
and imagine something bigger 
through grants, mentorship and 
ongoing development opportunities.

Ethelind B. Kaba
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97% said that their funded 
activity helped them learn 
more about themselves 
  

97% said that their funded  
activity changed their  
life for the better  
 

 
93.3% said that their 
funded activity helped 
them do something 
different than they 
would normally do

Before completing their 
activity, 72% said they 
are proud when they try 
something new, even if it’s 
hard or if they fail. 
After finishing their grant
activity, 97.3% said 
they are proud 
when they try  
something new 

 
Before completing their 
activity, 77.3% said they 
were confident in 
themselves. After 
completing their grant 
activity, 97.3% feel 
confident in 
themselves

98.6% said they have an 
adult (who is not in 
their family) that they 
trust after completing their 
grant activity

70% said that they could 
not have participated 
or don’t know if they 
could have participated 
in their activity without 
the grant 

2025 IMPACT NUMBERS GRANT APPLICATIONS 
 

500 bold dreams  
came through in  
grant applications—
each one a glimpse 
into a girl’s possibility.

TRAILBLAZER FELLOWS 

10 remarkable young people 
took their leadership to the 
next level as Trailblazer Fellows.

SEED GRANTS FUNDED 325 first dreams planted and supported 
through our signature grant program. 

THE DREAM TEAM 

Five dedicated employees keeping our mission moving forward.

VOLUNTEERS AND BOARD MEMBERS  

137 changemakers giving 
their time, talent, and heart 
to lift up girls across Minnesota.

FUNDRAISING DOLLARS $1,089,943 raised to fuel possibilities.

DONORS FUELING DREAMS 

552 individual and  
institutional dream  
believers who gave, turning 
inspiration into action.

COUNTIES REACHED 

35 counties from Cook  
to Winona, dreams are 
blooming everywhere. 

GIRLHOOD SUMMIT ATTENDANCE 

250 youth attendees  
showed up to celebrate  
courage, curiosity, and being  
unapologetically themselves. 

Behind every number is a 

dream taking flight

2025 GRANTEE  
IMPACT SURVEY  

KEY RESULTS
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What motivated you to reach for your dreams  
and what continues to motivate you?
I was raised in Northeast Minneapolis, an incredibly 
tight-knit community yet in a city still wrought with 
systemic oppression. Growing up, I remember attending 
protests for climate change awareness and the Black 
Lives Matter movement with my mother; now, later in 
life, I advocate for the same issues and more through 
journalism, nonprofit, and policy work. I am a strong 

believer in the power of people and place—my  
upbringing in Minneapolis, witnessing the racial and  
economic disparities it contained, motivated me to  
start my work, and the incredible lasting resilience  
of the city motivates me to continue it every day. I am 
also motivated by the youth I work with, both my peers 
and those younger than me that I have the opportunity 
to mentor. Students I have met through the YMCA’s 
Youth in Government program especially give me 
an incredibly optimistic outlook on politics and the 
future voting population. 

How have your dreams changed or grown since you 
first applied for the Ann Bancroft Foundation grant? 
I first applied for the ABF grant during the beginning  
of my interest in government and politics. I didn’t know 
what I wanted to be when I grew up, and often found 
myself jealous of classmates who seemed to have 
discovered their calling. My ABF grant funded my 
participation in a legislative debate conference, which 
prompted me to explore the field of politics even further. 
I now have a deep passion for public policy and the
processes of the legislative branch, and have even 
broadened my interests to subjects including philosophy 
and economics so I may supplement my understanding 
of political science. I now plan to study these subjects in 
college, and pursue a career within or alongside Congress.

Maitreya Reeder 
Age 18 – Northeast Minneapolis

Trailblazer Spotlight

Maitreya received a grant from the Ann Bancroft Foundation in the Spring 2025 grant cycle to attend the YMCA 
Conference on National Affairs (CONA). CONA is a week-long conference for high school students across the country. 
Students research a national issue they are passionate about and write a proposal to address the issue. 

Maitreya took her proposal to the Minnesota Legislature and 
successfully passed a bill that requires overdose recognition, 

prevention, and response training in health education for grades 6-12. 

What role have mentorship and community played 
in your journey?
I absolutely would not be where I am today without the 
mentorship of adults in political and nonprofit work, 
and communities of civically minded peers beside me. 
I met Pat Murphy, the Chief Clerk of the House of 
Representatives, in my sophomore year on a trip to the 
Capitol, and he ended up being one of my greatest 

supporters and inspirations—walking me through the 
process of turning an original bill into law and teaching 
me the inner workings of the Legislature. I found the 
strongest community I have ever known in national YMCA 
Youth in Government programs; from Minnesota’s high 
school conference, to the Conference on National Affairs, 
to YMCA National Advocacy Days, where I served as my 
state’s delegate in 2025, lobbying for YMCA legislative 
priorities on Capitol Hill. The students I’ve spent time with 
through these experiences have been some of the most 
wonderful, inspiring people I’ve ever met.

What role did your ABF grant play in the path you 
are on?
My ABF grant funded my first-year participation in the 
Conference on National Affairs (CONA), a YMCA legislative 
debate conference in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North 
Carolina. I have since attended that conference every 
summer, and just finished my third and final visit. CONA 
has given me everything, from lifelong friends to my 
current proposed career path. I developed a strong 
interest in public policy I hadn’t previously pursued, but 
would soon become my strongest passion. CONA inspired 
me to write my own original piece of legislation, passed 
unanimously through the Minnesota House and later  
into law during the 2025 legislative session, focused on 
adding overdose recognition, prevention, and response 

training to state middle and high school health class  
curriculum. Without the ABF grant funding allowing  
me to take my first trip to the mountain, I don’t know  
who I would be today.

What is next for you? 
This fall, I will attend Harvard University, where I plan 
to study government with a minor in philosophy. I will 
continue my engagement in college, working on voter 
registration initiatives, lobbying for youth priorities, 
and supporting student civic education.

What are you thankful for?
I am inexpressibly thankful for the people that this 
passion has given me. Beyond the wealth of knowledge 
and opportunity my passion granted, meeting individuals 
who share my interests has been one of the most 
rewarding parts of my life. They have become some  
of my most inspiring mentors and greatest friends.

What advice would you give to your younger self,  
or to other girls+ who want to reach for their dreams?
Do what you love, and success will follow. Success will 
never come when you search for it, only when you pursue 
your interests purely out of passion without regard for 
what others think or how you may be recognized. Success 

will look different for everyone—but you will never be  
unsuccessful working hard on something you truly love.

“One of my biggest dreams in life is to run for  
office. It would be amazing to serve constituents 
as a congresswoman or a state representative.”
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Can you share a bit about your background and what led  
you to become involved with ABF?
I’m a first-generation Malian-American, born and raised in Northfield, 
Minnesota, to West African parents from Mali and the Ivory Coast.  
I earned my BA from Ripon College in Ripon, Wisc., where I studied French 	
and Rhetoric. While in college, I studied abroad in Montpellier, France,  
was in Alpha Chi Omega sorority, and interned in the Admissions office. 		
That internship jump-started my career in higher education, working in 	
college at three small liberal arts colleges in Illinois and Minnesota for  
10 years. I have 	 since pivoted to fundraising, working with college  
alumni, the MN Opera, 	 and now in my current role at MPR. I’ve always 
been passionate about non-profit work, especially when it is about 
helping young people discover what their interests and passions are. 
I am thrilled to serve an organization I would have loved to access when 
I was younger and want to help ensure that it is accessible to young 
women for years to come.  

What specific roles have you taken on as a volunteer, and what  
have you enjoyed most about them?
I have worked with recruiting and supporting the Annual Celebration 		
Volunteer Crew! It’s been a blast working with the over 40 people who  
volunteer to help at this exciting event every year. Our volunteers are  
the best. They bring such excitement and dedication to the evening, 		
and we couldn’t do it without them. We have many returning  
volunteers, which is so cool to see year after year!

How has your experience with ABF empowered you to be  
unapologetically yourself?
Being part of the ABF community has empowered me to be  
unapologetic about my ability to lead and to inspire others. 

What does community mean to you? In what ways has ABF helped 
you feel like you are part of a community?
Community means showing up when it’s easy, and especially when it’s 		
hard. Volunteering with ABF has felt like being a part of a community 		
because I get to build a memorable Annual Celebration event alongside 	
a group of women who inspire me and from whom I’ve learned so  
much about showing up no matter what challenges you face. 

In what ways do you believe community support is vital for individuals
trying to express their true selves?
Knowing you have the support of your community is the most freeing 		
and empowering feeling. It lets us show up as our authentic selves, free  
of judgement. That is the most amazing gift we can give one another. 

How do you see ABF fostering a sense of community among its
volunteers and participants?
By creating space for young women to connect with one another and 		
share in the excitement of dreaming big, ABF is unleashing into the  
world a million dreams and leaders.

Leila Keita

Volunteer Spotlight

ABF Volunteer for 4 years

As we look forward to entering our 	  
30th year, what are your hopes for  
the future of ABF and its impact on 		
the community?
I hope ABF is here for another 30 years! 		
And in those next 30 years, I hope  
we will continue to see ABF launch 
more generations of girls who use the 		
tools they’ve received through the  
excellent ABF programming to build 		
more positive and collaborative  
communities for all humankind. 

If you knew about ABF as a young 		
person, what would your dream have
been? What would your grant be for?  
As an adult what do you dream about?
If I’d been given access to ABF when 	  
I was younger, I think I would have 	  
explored my love of movies. And as an  
adult, I still dream about writing,  
making, or directing movies—so I think 		
it’s high time I stop waiting and make 		
that dream a reality! 

What does it mean to be

2025 Fellows Cohort in 2026

?

Ali Barrow: 
I will be a senior in high 
school and dreams of 
becoming an attorney 
one day. Ali dreams of 
continuing to travel and 
study abroad in college. 

Ava Limberg: 
I will be a senior in high 
school, is growing her small 
business selling goat milk-
based products, and dreams 
of becoming a veterinarian. 

Caelynn Petersilie: 
I will attend the  
University of Wisconsin  
Eau Claire to study Race, 
Ethnicity, Women’s,  
Gender and Sexuality 
Studies, as well as Art and 
American Sign Language. 

Ella Kahn:  
Ella is preparing to study 
Chemistry, Physics, 
and Neuroscience at 
Whitman College. 

Ileini Hirt: 
Ileini is a first-year at 
Wesleyan College and 
will play hockey. 

Lourdes Inamagua: 
Lourdes is a first-year  
at the University of  
Minnesota and will  
pursue a degree in  
business. 

Lucy Hugunin: 
Lucy is entering her 
sophomore year at the 
University of Vermont 
studying Ecology. She 
is a member of the 
Cross Country and 
Track & Field teams. 

Mercy Ncube: 
Mercy is entering her 
sophomore year at 
Howard University, 
studying Economics 
with minors in 
Business Administration 
and Spanish. 

Reymie Keenan: 
I will attend Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute 
(RPI) to study Civil 
Engineering and will 
continue wrestling 
and track and field. 

Sienna Dhariwal: 
Sienna is entering her 
sophomore year at the 
University of San Diego 
studying Marine Ecology 
with minors in Biology  
and Entrepreneurship. 
Sienna continues to  
grow her small business, 
Bikini Blend. 
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Demographics

Twin Cities Metro   
(Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, Scott, Washington Counties)

Greater MN

Spring 2025 Fall 2025 Fellowship

47 49	 3

113 116	 7

99

236

High School 
(Grades 9-12)

195

Sports and
Athletics

92

Elementary
School  

(Grades K-5)

49

Education, Skill 
Development, 

and STEM

127

Middle School 
(Grades 6-8)

91

Arts and  
Creative  

Expression

66

GRANTS BY:

White/ 
Caucasian

157
Black/African 

American

77

Multi-Racial

59

Asian

23

Hispanic 10 
Adventure 

and Exploration

50

GRANTS BY REGION

 

Net Assets 12/31/24				    $1,114,263  

Change in Net Assets Unrestricted	   		     $(78,426)

Change in Net Assets with Restrictions		  $30,859 

Net Assets 12/31/2025	   				    $1,066,696

Financials

Operating
Revenues
$1,061,673

vs.
2024 $934,932

Total Assets
$1,481,169

vs.
2024 $1,287,309

Operating
Expenses
$1,109,240

vs.
2024 $968,818

Total Liabilities
$414,473

vs.
2024 $173,046

Operating
Income

$(47,567)
vs.

2024 $(33,886)

Net Assets
$1,066,696

vs.
2024 $1,114,263

Audited Financials

American Indian/

Alaska Native 3

GRADE RACE

ACTIVITY

Choose not 

to share 6
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In Honor Of 

Dr. Robert Tuttle			 
	 - Mary Ann Callahan  
		  In honor of our incredible orthopedic surgeon,  
		  Dr. Robert Tuttle.	

Ann Bancroft and Marquita Butler	 		
	 - Lee Friedman	
			 
Lisa Brezonik			 
	 - UHG 
		  In honor of the amazing women leaders, like  
		  Lisa Brezonik, I am so happy to support such a  
		  wonderful, unapologetically amazing organization.

Liz Spoylar		
	 - Emma Jorstad	
		  In honor of Liz Spoylar, upon her retirement.  
		  Giving so more girls can grow up to be as confident  
		  a leader!
			 
Vichita Choi		
	 - Jessica Speed	  
		  In honor of the birthday of Vichita Choi <3.
			 
Veda Pai-Panandiker		
	 - Margot Rosenstein
			 
Dyslexic women & their many achievements		
	 - Tiger Beaudoin	
			 
Cheryl Reeve		
	 - Patrick Klinger	  
		  In celebration of Minnesota Lynx Head Coach  
		  Cheryl Reeve.	

Ann B, Ethelind K, the ABF team	
	 - Ashok Dhariwal 
		  Our daughters and all the amazing young women  
		  in the world!		   
	
Ethelind Kaba	
	 - Gloria Perez

Caitlin Skinner
	 - Adriana Alejandro Osorio 

Ann Bancroft Foundation Staff
	 - Ethelind Kaba 
		  You’re mighty and wonderful and fun!

In Memory Of 

Author, Nancy Polette			 
	 - Karen Pavlicin	  
		  On Behalf Of Nancy Polette, Author of the Spy  
		  With the Wooden Leg: the Story of Virginia Hall.	
			 
Barb Fraboni	 		
	 - Marta Fraboni
			 
Carol and Lennie Lilyholm		
	 - Beth Wodrich 

Kari Larson	 		
	 - Pam Nelson

Linda Jadwin		
	 - Jan Jones 

Pat Johnson	 		
	 - Bonnie Mulligan		

Gratitude

Annette O’ Connor	  
	 - Happy 22nd Birthday to my favorite Minnesotans  
		  (Amelia and Ros)! This year, my focus is on making 	
		  good. Go out and do something great for your  
		  community!
 
Paulette Bonneur	  
	 - National Parents Day Donation on behalf of  
		  Harper and Hunter Bonneur.
 
Pamela Gigi Chawla	  
	 - On behalf of my amazing daughters, thank you to  
		  Ann for showing them what is possible!! 

Andrew Jolivette 
	 - This donation is a thank you to Lisa Van Ahn, who 	
		  chose ABF as the organization she wanted to high	
		  light when she was a guest on the French Toast 	
		  Fridays podcast.

Thank you to our 2025 Donors 
Memorial & Tributes

3M

Adelante Advisors 

American Express

Ameriprise Financial

Anderson Foundation

The Athwin Foundation

The Barry Foundation

Best Buy Foundation

Blandin Foundation

Blaze Credit Union

BMW of Minnetonka

Burns Family Foundation

Bush Foundation

Cargill 

Carlson Companies

Carlson Family Foundation

CHS Foundation

CHS Inc

The Craig & Beverley Miller Family Fund

Delta Dental of Minnesota Foundation

Designer Brands Inc.

Henry and Katherine Doerr Memorial Fund

Dorsey & Whitney LLP

ECMC Foundation

Evereve

F.R. Bigelow Foundation

Fred C. and Katherine B. Andersen Foundation

Fredrikson & Byron P.A.

GEN Financial Management, Inc.

GHR Foundation

Girl Up Gala

Great River Energy

Hugh J. Andersen Foundation

Ideal3 

James T. Nystrom Foundation

Jones Day

JP Morgan Chase Foundation

Liberty Mutual Insurance

M. A. Mortenson Co

Margaret A. Cargill Philanthropies

McCormick Hadley Family Fund

Medtronic Foundation

Melissa Raphan & Tom Rock Charitable Fund

Midway Bicycle Supply

The Minneapolis Foundation

Minnesota Timberwolves & Lynx

Minnesota Vikings

Mr. Michael Recycles Bicycles LLC

Old National Bank

Patrick and Aimee Butler Family Foundation

Paul and Sheila Steiner Charitable Trust

Perforce Software, Inc.

Polaris Industries, Inc.

RBC Wealth Management

Rogue Foundation

Ron and Barb Fraboni Family Fund

Rudy Luther Toyota

The Saint Paul and Minnesota Foundation

Sears Imported Autos 

Southern Refrigeration & Mechanical 

St. Catherine University 

St. Croix Valley Massage

Stillwater Rotary Club

Sunrise Banks

Target Center

Target Corporation

Thrivent

Tides Foundation

Tiffin Family Fund of the Catholic  

   Community Foundation

U.S. Bank

U.S. Bank Foundation

UHG

The Walser Foundation

Wells Fargo

Wildlife Science Center

Win & Christie Neuger Family Foundation

Women’s Foundation of Minnesota

Corporations and Foundations

Your support enables dreams to take flight.
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Adwoa Afreh
Stephanie Albert
Susan Albrecht
Julie Alkatout
Damon Anderson
Heidi Anderson
Jill Anderson
Lori Anderson
Anonymous (6)
Jaime Anthony
Sara Armstrong-Nathan
Jennifer & Mark Arriola
Beverly Bachel
Ann Bancroft
Hunter Bancroft & Helga Lange
Allison Barmann
Lyndsay Bates
Ann & John Beane
Tiger, Linda, Ella & William  
   Beaudoin
Elissa Becker
Cecile Bedor
Michelle Beeman & Barbara  
   Tretheway
Heather Bergeson
Maurice Blanks
Angie & Bruce Boelter
Susan Boren & Steve King
Liz Borer
Kristin Bothun
Jane Braun
Lisa & Nick Brezonik
Deb Brisch-Cramer
Scott Brooks
Teresa Bruckner
Deb Burke
Gina Buss
Julianne Bye*
Rosann Cahill
Therese Caldwell
Kimberly Chauffin
Julie Chapin
Chris & Jenny Chapman
Dr. Pamela Gigi Chawla
Meghann Chiodo
Jill & Colin Chisholm
Heidi Colby
Mary Coleman

Julie Conzemius & Robert Metcalf
Sujata Costello
Robyn Cousin
Jane Sage Cowles
Penny Craig
Amy Crawford & Alice Johnson
MJ Crocker
Cheryl Dahle
Virginia Dale
Nancy Dana
Jade Denson
Ashok Dhariwal
Kelley Dinsmore
John Doleman
Julie Dorn
Heidi Dzieweczynski
Amy Ebel
Holly Eng
Sarah & Pete Engstrom
Jeannie & Matt Entenza
Amy & Matt Eppen
Nancy Erickson
Sarah Erkkinen
Lara Etnier
Nicole Fae
Rita Farmer
Christopher Farrell
Heather Ferring
Jeanna Fifer
Glen Fladeboe
Kristin Flom
Marta Fraboni
Justin Freiberg
Jenna & Wesley Freimuth
Jim Ganger
Barbara Gerolimatos
Robyn Gilbertson
Nicole Gilchrist
Aretha Green-Rupert
Joanne Grobe
Suanne Grobe Ranheim
Ann Gronda
Mary Grove
Barbara Gruber
Angela Gust & Ann Dyste
Alma Gutiérrez
Anna Haack
Reham Habib

Koleena Harrison
Mark Harrison & Susan Michalek
Jolene & Tom Hart
Sophia Hart
Christina & Bob Hartman
Jackie Hartman* & Kenny Kozachok
Katherine Hayes
Linda Heath
Kari Henry
Joan Higinbotham
Constance Hilliard Coyne  
   & Francis Coyne
Michelle Hoff & Christina Hennington
Kathy Holladay
Jean Spielman Housh
Kathy Hurd
Sara Janz
Dr. Bruce & Peggy Johnson
Sally Johnson* & Kay Kramer
Stephanie Johnson
Mary Jones & Dominic Papatola
Joanna & Stephen Jordan
Julie Jost
Marcy Keckler & Thomas Fabbro 
Kari Kehr-Dzieweczynski*  
   & Kevin Dzieweczynski
Erin Keyes
Elyse Kharbandha
Sara & Amy Kilian
Elizabeth & Rich Kleber
Patrick Klinger
Liz & Tom Kniffen
Carley Knox & Cheryl Reeve
Patrick Lair
Amy Laird
Greg Lais & Patti Thurber
Marissa Lane
Kathy Larkin
Elizabeth Lee
Madeline Lemmer
Brenda Lightbody
Malinda Lindquist
Jacqui Lloyd Cunningham
Jake Loesch
Gretchen Lohman
Peggy & David Lucas
Craig Luedemann* & Mary Robischon
Patricia Lugtu

Jennifer Lundblad
Lonna Lysne
Christi Mack & Marcia Witt
Jan Malcolm*
Kelly Marchwick
Sheila Maroney
Leah Masonick
Rosemary Masonick
Lesley McBride
Stacey McFarland Stahl &  
   Peter Stahl
Jeanine McHugh
Miquel McMoore
Kelly McNamara & Holly Spoo
Kate McRoberts
Reese Melnick
Jeri Meola
Kate & Matt Metzger
Jill Meyer & Louise Hotka
Sarah Stout Miller
Sarah & Matt Mithun
Tracy Moosbrugger
Maggie Morley Henjum
Kerry Moser
Martha Mumma
Anne Munsinger & Tali Lee
Laura Murphy
Sara Nachreiner
Liv Nathan
Pam Nelson
Todd Norsten
Michael O’Connell & Sue Hayes
Annette O’Connor
Sharon Olson*
Kate O’Reilly
Veda Pai-Panandiker & Rajesh Udupa
Cathy Paper
Danielle Paulson
Jill Pavlak & Deb Loch
Laura Peifer
Gloria Perez
Kris Petersen
Cynthia & Tad Piper
Jill Pohtilla & Joyce Spehar

Colleen Porter
Sara Porter
Scott Potter
Paul Pribbenow
Colleen & Pam Puent
Susan Punch
Irene Qualters
Irene Quarshie
Tim Quinn
Pam Quiram
Leela Rao
Jill Romans
Maribeth Romslo
Nora Ronningen
Margot & Alexander Rosenstein
Mike & Amy Ruetz
Nedenia Rumbough
Mara Ryan
Ric Saatzer
Erin Saewert
Carla Saunders
Becky Schmidt
Dan Schnabel
Jeff Schneewind
Linda Schneewind
Stephanie Schon
Andrea Schrieffer
Colleen Schroeder
Linda Scott
Kim Senn
Lee Sheehy & Cathy Lawrence
Susan Sheely
Nadia Siddiqui
Susan Simons
William Simpson
Erin Sindberg Porter
Caitlin Skinner
Tanya Skogerboe
Cynthia Slater
Mike Smith
Alexis Sorensen
Jeff Sorensen
Scott Sovereign
Marla Spivak & Chris Carlson

Amy Spohn
Lindsay Spooner
Syliva Stanley
Jeremy Steiner
Andrea & John Steiner-Manning
Karen & Adam Steinert
Kandy Stevens
Sarah Strehl
John Sullivan
Mary Sumners
Alene Sussman
Mary Swanson
Polly Talen & Peg Mitchell
Pat Teiken & Susan Harris
Olivia Thanadabout
Eric Thibault
Mollie Thompson
Teresa Thompson
Krista & Dave Thull
Pam Tomczik
Brandon Topp
Nina & John Tuttle
Krista Twesme
Mary Vaughn
Trish & Ed Vaurio
Natalie Volin Lehr
Lee Vue
Peter Vujovich
Laura Wangsness Willemsen
Marcus Waterbury
Katherine Waymire
Michael & Cean Weber
Stefani & Nick Weber
Charlotte Weithoff-Bradley
Maud Welles
Megan & Ryan Welty
Claire Werner
Lindsay Whalen
Julie Wissinger & Tom Higgins
Megan Wolle 
Brian & Pahoua Yang Hoffman
Kristi Youngquist
Jo Ann Zimmerman
Kristin Zinsmaster

PLEASE NOTE: The list of individual donors includes those who contributed $250 or more in 2025.  
We make every effort to ensure the accuracy of these lists. If there is an error, kindly contact 
Heather Haynes at info@annbancroftfoundation.org or 612-361-8192 so we may correct our records.

* Indicates individuals who joined the Legacy Society by including the Ann Bancroft Foundation in their estate plans.

Individuals Individuals
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Seven Memories in Seven Decades 

1. A recurring theme in my life is my mom having my  
back. She recounted that I didn’t speak for the first  
years, was very physical, and loved rotten apples in the 
orchard. She made a cage to prevent me from climbing 
bookshelves and later felt ashamed of caging her second 
kid. My silence was more concerning to others, but she 
believed my words would come in time, acknowledging  
I was tuned into the world through observation. My mom 
was always supportive when things felt off or difficult. 

2. At 10-12, my family moved to Africa. The experience 
greatly influenced me, opening my eyes to a complex 
world. We lived in the countryside with exotic animals  
and warm people who welcomed us. Memorable  
moments include stamp collecting, reading, writing  
letters, and playing without TV—like a two-and-a-half- 
year camping trip. One favorite memory is when I caught 
a dormouse, which became my pet. I raised it in my closet 
in a shoebox, and since I went to school daily, it stayed 
with me, often around my waist in my dress, sometimes 
sticking out of my top button. I kept it for months until  
my house cat breached the shoebox one night. 

3. In 7th grade, after returning from Kenya, I wrote to  
the St. Paul Como Zoo claiming I was qualified to foster  
a giant cat, citing my experience with animals in Africa. 
My mother sent the letter, and weeks later, they replied 
they didn’t need a foster then. Later, I was called to foster 
one of three lion cubs born there. My mom drove me to 
pick up Amonie, the female lion, and I agreed to take her 
on with mom’s support while I was in school. Each  
morning, I sat with Amonie trying to feed her with a 
bottle, and my mom helped by feeding her during the 
day. My mom showed me how to stimulate her like a 
lioness, and I watched her grow attached to me, even 
cuddling my pillow (which I still keep). Amonie and my 
mom taught me love involves letting go, as I eventually 
had to return her. The hardest lesson: loving but letting go.

4. In 1974, after high school, I spent the summer in Canada 
canoeing with five girls. I was late to my first college  
semester and, while in Minnesota, took three classes  
at the University of Minnesota and tried out for their 

basketball team. After two tryouts, I was cut, but luckily,  
I joined another team. I unexpectedly got a job as a  
Golden Gopher mascot until Christmas, handing out  
medallions to kids while avoiding crying and keeping  
my head on in the heat. It was the best job I ever had!

5. Much of my life has been marked by public expeditions. 
In 1986, I began with the North Pole Expedition,  
which showed me I could blend my passions. I also  
participated in Expeditions and Education: AWE in the 
1990s, later transforming into ABF, and the Antarctic  
crossing in 2000-01, with more adventures thereafter. Each 
expedition, I carried a small stone—initially from Canada’s 
tip, now from Robin Island in Cape Town where Nelson 
Mandela was imprisoned. I stared at the stones Mandela 
was forced to crush daily under the sun and picked up 
one to carry across the ice cap. When facing tough days 
on the ice, touching the stone to my chest reminded me 
that others endure worse, helping me persevere.

6. Years later, I flew to New York during Fashion Week to 
accept an award. I stayed at a fancy hotel next to Central 
Park, dressed simply with Birkenstocks and jeans, not 
realizing it would be full of glamorous people. My room 
was more like an apartment with a living room, bedroom, 
and two bathrooms. The front desk woman called to 
say she’d upgraded me and, despite saying she shouldn’t 
be talking to guests this way, gushed about my work. I 
corrected her, but she hung up before I could clarify it was 
the wrong Ann(e) Bancroft. I stayed in the suite afterward.

7. On the eve of my 7th decade, what I feel absolute 
about (amongst this turbulent world) is that I am 
beyond rich in family and friends and the solace  
of where I live (Minnesota) and my home in the woods.

Each day, I find something that tickles my funny bone. 
Each day, I find magic on my walks of wonder, even 
when I might be distracted, I get pulled in.

This richness helps me to navigate with hope and a  
layer of serenity.

In September, more than 
100 friends and supporters 
contributed gifts ranging 
from $7 to $7,000 
in honor of 
Ann Bancroft’s 
70th birthday! 
Their combined generosity 
raised $52,728.17 to  
fuel the dreams of girls 
and gender expansive 
youth in our community.
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SHARON OLSON
Director Emerita 

Olson Wealth Group

ANN BANCROFT
Founder 

Bancroft Arnesen Explore

LaCORA BRADFORD KESTI
Secretary 

Women’s Foundation  
of Minnesota

JAN MALCOLM
Director Emerita 

Minnesota Department  
of Health (Retired)

VEDA PAI-PANANDIKER
Treasurer 

New York Life

JADE DENSON
Target

DR. GIGI CHAWLA 
Children’s Minnesota

REBEKKAH LAMAR BRUNSON
Minnesota Lynx

ANNETTE WANCHENA
Royal Credit Union

LEE VUE
Vice Chair

Youth Leadership Initiative

KELLY McNAMARA
Mortenson

ANDY STEINER-MANNING 
Freelance Journalist

LIZ BORER
Margaret A. Cargill  

Philanthropies

2025 -2026 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SARAH STREHL
Board Chair 
ECMC Group

SARA KILIAN
Perforce Software

CARLEY KNOX
Minnesota Lynx

JACKIE HARTMAN
The Nature Conservancy

AMY BERGSTROM
College of St. Scholastica
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ABF DREAM TEAM

LAUREN SKAR
Program Manager

GRACE SCHREDER
Operations Administrator

& Executive Assistant

HEATHER HAYNES
Development Director

MARQUITA BUTLER
 Associate Director

ETHELIND B. KABA
Executive Director

ANGELA GUST (2025) 
MARY JONES 
JERI MEOLA
SARAH STOUT MILLER
 
 
 
 
 
 
ANGIE BOELTER
KARI HENRY
JASON SEIFERT
 
 
 
 
 
 

JILL MILLER

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

FINANCE COMMITTEE

PROGRAM COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
(NON-BOARD)

LISA BREZONIK, CO-CHAIR 
KRIS PETERSEN, CO-CHAIR
AMY EBEL
JOANNE GROBE
KATE PEARCE 
KI KUHNLY | ROSETREE EVENTS
LEAH MASONICK 
LEILA KEITA
PALOMA RODRIGUES | ROSETREE EVENTS
JP PORTER
ROBERT RADTKE
RUTH MAYNARD 
SARA JANZ

2025 EVENT COMMITTEE

30TH ANNIVERSARY ANNOUNCEMENT

For 29 years, the Ann Bancroft Foundation has been  
empowering girls and gender-expansive youth to dream bigger. 

Together with you and everyone in our community, we have  
made it possible for over 6,600 girls+ to take their 

first steps toward making their dreams a reality.

What does the next 30 years of empowering girls+ 
in our community look like? How will we collectively 

strengthen, deepen, and grow our impact? 

As we approach our 30th Anniversary, we invite you to join 
us in reflecting on our past and dreaming for our future. 

Stay tuned for more information about special events, strategic 
initiatives, and more as planning moves forward. To make 

sure you’re on our email list, or if you have reflections or dreams 
you’d like to share, please reach out to Heather at 

heatherh@annbancroftfoundation.org or (612) 361-8192. 

Thank you for being part of this amazing community and for  
supporting our mission. We look forward to celebrating with you!

Please make sure April 22, 2027 is on your calendar, 
and get ready for a very special 30th anniversary 

edition of the ABF Annual Celebration!
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“I dream to run for a powerful position in local government 
to make important changes that help others.” 

“My big, bold dream is to travel. 
The main reason I want to travel is 
to experience cultures around the 

world in their present-day forms as well 
as a closer glimpse into their past. 

A culture is not just who the people are 
now, it is also where they came from.”

“A big, bold dream that I have is to be  
a traveling circus performer in my  

20s, specifically an Aerialist. I want to  
travel the world with a circus troupe that 
 feels like family, and see every manner 

 of life and culture there is to see.”

“A big, bold dream  
I have is to become a 

doctor who not only treats 
patients but also advocates 

for better healthcare 
access in underrepresented 

communities.”

“Someday, I would like to be a Native American 
ambassador who works with others to spread 

awareness of my people. I would also share  
my experiences and what I’ve learned with  

my community of Grand Portage.”

“My dream is to build safe spaces where students 
like me feel supported and can focus on their  
mental health. In my culture, many parents 

encourage us to focus only on science and math, 
but art is just as important. It can help us heal and 

express feelings we do not always know how to say.”

“One of my biggest dreams is to become a published author and create stories 
that deeply impact readers. I want to write books that make people feel seen, 
understood, and connected, just like my favorite authors have done for me.”

“One of my greatest dreams is to be an  
Ethologist. That’s someone who studies how 

animals act in the wild and sees how their  
behavior and interactions affect their lives.”

“My dream is to be an actress and a model. I want to be on stage,  
wear costumes, and make people smile and laugh.”

“A dream that I have is to 
be a soprano and be able 

to sing professionally.” “My big, bold dream is to play college basketball, 
earn my degree, and one day open a basketball 
academy and school for girls. I want to create a 
place where young female athletes can develop 
their skills, receive a great education, and gain 

opportunities to pursue their own dreams.”

“My big dream is to keep dancing 
as I grow up and maybe even 

perform on big stages one day. 
Dance helps me show my feelings 
without words, and I want to get 

better so I can inspire other 
people when they watch me.”

“A bold dream I have is to attend the 
Air Force Academy, travel the world, 
and serve communities in need on 
a global scale. Since my childhood, 

I have been drawn to the military—not 
just for the discipline and service it 
represents, but for the incredible 

opportunities it offers to grow, lead, 
and make a meaningful impact.”

“I want to be a lawyer when I grow up.  
I want to help kids by representing kids 

that can’t speak up for themselves.  
I want to be able to help them because 
a lot of kids are afraid to speak up for 
themselves because they are afraid of 
hurting someone’s feelings or upset 

with them because of their decisions.”

“I’ve wanted to work with animals for my entire life. As I’ve gotten older, 
I’ve become increasingly interested in veterinary medicine.”

“I want to study abroad in a Spanish-speaking 
country so that I can learn more about 

Spanish culture, language, and history.”

“When I grow up, I want to become an 
environmental scientist so I can figure 

out a practical way to slow climate change 
dramatically. This is something that is 
extremely important to me because 
I love being in nature and at the rate 
that the earth is warming currently, 

it will be too late to reverse or 
slow changes if there isn’t action 

taken in the next couple decades.”

“My boldest dream is to push the boundaries of medicine by developing targeted, 
affordable treatments for complex diseases like cancer. I also want to fight for 

reforms that restructure how prescription drugs are priced and distributed. 
From implementing price caps to increasing transparency, 

I want to make sure that innovation reaches everyone.”

“I dream of becoming a background 
designer in 2D animation. I hope 

to someday work for a small 
animation studio or even Disney. 
If all goes as planned, you will see 

my art on the big screen someday.”

“I would love to become a professional dancer, 
travel with a dance company, or 

major in dance at college.

I dream of standing at the intersection of science and policy, 
engineering a breakthrough in cancer treatment that’s not 

only effective, but accessible. Because it’s not enough 
for a cure to exist if people can’t afford it.”

21Ann Bancroft Foundation 2025 - 2026 Impact Report



Thank

“THANK YOU so very much for this 
generous act of kindness to help 

Shaelyn out with her upcoming dance 
trip! She was absolutely ecstatic to 

see that she had been chosen for this 
award, and our family is very grateful.  

Thank you!” 
– from a parent of a grantee

“We are so grateful that Addison was selected 
as a recipient of this grant. Additionally, since 

the completion of the grant application,  
Addison was invited to play up an age  

group for a different competitive 
AAU Girls Basketball team.” 

– from a parent of a grantee
“I can’t express how 

much good this does and 
how not only happy but 

also proud my daughter is 
that she received this grant.”  

– from a parent of a grantee

“Thank you for providing A’myrah the opportunity to compete 
this season. Gymnastics is A’myrah’s happy place!  When the 
family ran into a financial struggle, she was nervous she was 
going to have to quit for the season.  I see the good you are 
providing her, and I’m grateful for your organization...thank  
you for all you do!” – from an activity provider

“It is truly such an amazing 
experience to be rewarded 

by this foundation. This 
opportunity makes me all 

the more proud of who I am, 
what I’ve accomplished, and 
I am so grateful for the work 

you do!” – from a grantee 

“Can’t tell you how excited and thrilled 

I am for my daughter to have been 

given this opportunity… not just 

the experience next summer but

the whole Ann Bancroft Foundation 

premise. Thank you for your work!” 

– from a parent of a grantee

“I would like to express my sincere gratitude for being selected for the Ann Bancroft 
Foundation scholarship. This support  
truly means a lot to me and will help  
me continue pursuing my goals and  opportunities. Thank you for believing in  

me and investing in my future.”  
– from a grantee
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2233 University Avenue W. Suite 450
St. Paul, MN 55114

612-338-5752
info@annbancroftfoundation.org
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