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LETTER FROM THE  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Friends,

This year’s Trailblazers Rising Impact Report celebrates the unstoppable force of girlhood. Across 
Minnesota, girls and gender-expansive youth are finding their voices, shaping their futures, and leading 
change right now. When they are seen, heard, and celebrated, they don’t wait for permission to lead; 
they become the trailblazers our world needs most.

Our 2024 theme, The Gift of Girlhood, reminded us that girlhood is something to treasure and protect. 
We carried that spirit into 2025 with our rallying cry, Be Unapologetically You, a message and movement 
that reflects our belief in the power of authenticity and belonging.

The 28 girls and gender-expansive youth featured in this report embody that belief. Through their 
voices, we see courage, creativity, and conviction. They remind us that when we invest in girls, we spark 
leadership that shapes generations to come.

We brought this energy and engagement when 600+ people gathered for The Gift of Girlhood Annual 
Celebration (2024) honoring three extraordinary DreamMakers already driving change.

The launch of our first Girlhood Summit (2024) welcomed hundreds of youth to connect, learn, and share 
space in a day of leadership, joy, and empowerment. Each story and connection that day deepened our 
understanding of what it means to support girls and gender-expansive youth.

In 2025, we brought the Summit back and again saw hundreds of youth yearning to learn and also lead 
conversations, share their stories, and show the world what it means to be unapologetically themselves.

As we look ahead to 2026, we feel urgency and excitement. We will continue co-creating with youth, 
hosting listening sessions to ensure their voices guide what comes next. 

More than anything, this report is a reflection of gratitude: to donors who fuel every grant, partners who 
walk beside us, parents and mentors who lift every dream, volunteers and board members who give 
freely of their time, and girls and gender-expansive youth who trust us with their ambitions and stories.

Your belief in the power and potential of girlhood sustains this movement and keeps it growing.
 
With gratitude,

Ethelind B. Kaba, Executive Director       Sarah Strehl, Board Chair Ann Bancroft, Founder

“When a girl sees herself in the story 
  of possibility, she doesn’t just follow the 
  trail, she becomes the one who blazes it.”  
 
   - Ethelind B. Kaba
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THEORY OF CHANGE:
The Ann Bancroft Foundation believes investing  
in girls by increasing access to transformative  
experiences builds competence, confidence, 
connection, character, and caring and disrupts  
the impacts of gender inequities by: 

•	 Helping girls build skills to navigate the
	 challenges they face today, and laying  
	 the foundation for future successes that 		
	 strengthen our communities. 

•	 Centering and amplifying the voices of  
	 girls, listening to the dreams they see for  
	 themselves, and surrounding them with  
	 a supportive network that encourages  
	 their confidence to do more. 

VALUES AND CULTURE: 
The Ann Bancroft Foundation operates with a 
passion for making a difference in the lives of  
those who identify as girls. We believe a sense  
of belonging developed through equity, diversity  
and inclusion are essential to fulfilling our  
mission and vision.  

•	 We work as an organization to create an  
	 environment where all feel respected, valued, 	
	 and able to dream. 

•	 We are conscious of the practices and norms 	
	 that perpetuate inequity, and we commit to  
	 involve and reflect the communities we serve. 

•	 We partner with values-aligned individuals  
	 and organizations to cultivate an environment 	
	 that supports girls in the achievement of  
	 their dreams. 

KEY CHANGE PATHWAYS AND PRACTICES:  
Grantmaking, mentorship, and ongoing
development opportunities.

•	 Amplifying and celebrating stories of impact
	 and inspiration.

•	 Leading with a culture of listening, learning, 
	 and adapting.

VISION: 

We envision a world in which 
all who identify as a girl have a 

chance to live their dream 
and reach their full 
potential.

MISSION:  
 

The Ann Bancroft Foundation 
supports girls and gender- 
expansive youth to live their dreams 
and imagine something bigger 
through grants, mentorship and 
ongoing development opportunities.

1



95% said that their funded 
activity helped them learn 
more about themselves 
  

95% said that their funded  
activity changed their  
life for the better  
 

 
94.5% said that their 
funded activity helped 
them do something 
different than they 
would normally do. 

Before completing their 
activity, 70.5% said they 
are proud when they try 
something new, even if it’s 
hard or if they fail. 
After finishing their grant
activity, 96.7% said 
they are proud 
when they try  
something new. 

 
Before completing their 
activity, 71.2% said they 
were confident in 
themselves. After 
completing their grant 
activity, 98.8% feel 
confident in 
themselves. 

98% said they have an 
adult (who is not in 
their family) that they 
trust after completing their 
grant activity.

87% said that they could 
not have participated 
or don’t know if they 
could have participated 
in their activity without 
the grant. 

2024 IMPACT NUMBERS GRANT APPLICATIONS 
 

 440 bold dreams  
came through in  
grant applications—
each one a glimpse 
into a girl’s possibility.

TRAILBLAZER FELLOWS 

10 remarkable young women 
took their leadership to the 
next level as Trailblazer Fellows.

SEED GRANTS FUNDED 272 of first dreams planted and  
supported through our signature grant program. 

THE DREAM TEAM 

Four dedicated employees and four essential business 
partners keeping our mission moving forward.

VOLUNTEERS AND BOARD MEMBERS  

75 A community of  
changemakers giving their  
time, talent, and heart to lift  
up girls across Minnesota.

FUNDRAISING DOLLARS $1,089,943 raised to fuel possibilities.

DONORS FUELING DREAMS 

566 individual and  
institutional dream  
believers who gave, turning 
inspiration into action.

COUNTIES REACHED 

27 counties from Cook  
to Winona, dreams are 
blooming everywhere. 

GIRLHOOD SUMMIT ATTENDANCE 

200+ youth attendees  
showed up to celebrate  
courage, curiosity, and being  
unapologetically themselves. 

Goal: Share the key findings from evaluation results that 
confirm the importance of investing in experiences and 
activities for girls and fostering mentorships in their lives.

Total number of responses: 85 
(49 from spring 2024 grantees, 36 from fall 2024 grantees) 
Total sample size: 272

Behind every number is a 

dream taking flight.

2024 GRANTEE  
IMPACT SURVEY  

KEY RESULTS
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Aadya’s Trail: Aadya co-leads the Youth Equity Project, a national 
nonprofit shaping mental-health policy and removing barriers for 
marginalized students. Her advocacy is changing how schools 
and legislators think about care.

“ 
Over the years, I have realized that 
mental health is truly everywhere, and 
affects people regardless of age, gender, 
race, and sexual orientation. When I 
founded the Youth Equity Project, I knew
this was a once in a lifetime opportunity  
for me to finally empower the lives of the 
countless people who can’t raise their voice.
This is my passion project, and doing it 
empowers my own journey and makes 
me realize that finally I can use the most 
powerful tool I have: my voice. 

”

Adia’s Trail: Adia is a sophomore at Xavier University in New Orleans, 
while expanding her filmmaking skills through new editing tools funded 
by her fellowship. Her storytelling blends imagination and purpose.

“ 
I have always loved film since I was a little girl, and I dream of 
making films that would have an impact on people like the films 
that I watched have to this day had a strong impact on me. I believe 
film is a great tool to build and understand community. I also feel 
that I have interesting stories to tell, and this grant can help me to 
introduce those stories to greater communities and others like me
to pursue what they love, as well. 

”

Aaliyah’s Trail: Founder of 
Global Teen Activists, Aaliyah 
has organized for racial equity, 
gun-violence prevention, and 
youth civic engagement since 
age 14. Her work creates  
spaces where young voices 
drive systemic change.

Adison’s Trail: As leader of her school’s Roots & Shoots club, Adison 
built an outdoor classroom and doubled membership. She continues 
to bridge education and nature through service projects.

Bold dream: 

To make mental 
health care 
accessible for 
all youth.

Bold dream: 

To create films that 
change how people 
see themselves and 
the world.

Bold dream: 

To build a justice  
system that truly 
protects young 
people.

Aadya Pandey
Age 18 – Eden Prairie, MN
Roles: Grantee; Summit Speaker 

Adia Fienagha
Age 19 – Brooklyn Park, MN
Roles: Grantee; Trailblazer Fellow 

Aaliyah Murray
Age 19 – Minneapolis, MN 
Roles: Grantee; 2024 DreamMaker 

Adison Majsterski
Age 18 – Oronoco, MN 
Roles: Grantee; Summit Speaker 

“ 
When I imagine something bigger for myself, it means reaching my full potential using my voice and 
knowing the power I have within me. As I look into the future, I’m excited about exploring many of my 
curiosities in being a lifelong learner.

”

Bold dream: 

To inspire her  
community to care 
for the planet.

“
We also must remember that the kids of today are our future and if  
they do not have an empathy for nature then our planet’s health will  
continue to decline. 

”

“	
The greatest threat to our    
planet is the belief that  
someone else will save it. 

” 
- Robert Swan
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Amy’s Trail: Amy’s Trailblazer Fellowship supports her flute  
training while she explores how language and music help people 
belong. She honors her late uncle’s legacy through every note.

Ashley’s Trail: With her first grant, 
Ashley took the course Hands-On 
Medicine – One Week as a Medical Student, 
with the Brown University Pre-College 
Program. Ashley is a 2025 freshman  
at Howard University. 

Bold dream: 

To become an advanced flutist  
and multilingual connector.

Bold dream: 

To become a cardiothoracic  
surgeon who champions  
equity in health care.

Amy Vu
Age 17 – Bloomington, MN
Roles: Grantee; Trailblazer Fellow 

Art of Dance
Brooklyn Park, MN 

Ashley Akoussan
Age 18 – Minneapolis, MN 
Roles: Grantee; Trailblazer Fellow 

“ 
I want to close the cultural bias and racism gaps in the medical field. I want to become an ally and expert 
who can help African Americans who are struggling to receive the right treatment and diagnoses.

”

Justice Webb 
Age 17 
Bold dream: 

To become a  
cosmetologist and a  
professional dancer.

Justine Webb 
Age 17  
Bold dream: 

To become a  
professional dancer.

Art of Dance is a dynamic dance studio renowned for its commitment  
to artistic excellence and community engagement. Over 20 Art of Dance 
students have received a grant from the Ann Bancroft Foundation. 

Lynaya Taylor 
Age 15 
Bold dream: 

To dance all  
throughout my life.

Nyri Gray 
Age 18  
Bold dream: 

To become a psychologist.

“ 
When I step into the world of music, 
it helps me to relieve stress, enjoy band, 
and play my favorite song on my favorite 
instrument. Everything is possible as
long as you try and practice. 

”
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Ava and Clara’s Trail: Ava and Clara  
live on a small family farm where  
they raise goats, horses, chickens, 
cats, and dogs. With their grants, 
they purchased Nigerian dwarf goats, 
which they milk and show. Their 
entrepreneurial journey began 
with their love for animals and has 
expanded into making and selling 
a variety of goat milk products, 
including soaps, caramels, lotions, 
and cheese.

“
Our goats taught us responsibility, 
joy, and how small dreams can 
grow into something real.
 

”

Elyana’s Trail: Elyana revived her 
high school’s newspaper, plays the 
piano, and participates in theater 
and debate. She is a 2025 Freshman 
at Harvard University. 

Chloie’s Trail: Cloie founded a bakery at 14 and co-founded 
KindlMarkt, a youth-only vendor market. Since its inception, 
KindlMarkt has tripled in size featuring 30+ vendors and is a 
regionally supported event. Cloie also used her grant to publish 
a cookbook, “Gather: The Foods That Made Me.” Now a business 
student at University of South Dakota, she mentors other 
young creators.

Hawthorne’s Trail: With her grant, Hawthorne wrote and produced an 
album, blending indie rock and poetry to spark dialogue about mental 
health and resilience. This year, she returns with new original work to  
continue the conversation—one that challenges assumptions, bends 
genres, and reimagines what it means to rise.

Bold dream: 

To grow a sustainable 
family business built 
on love for animals.

Bold dream: 

To study  
music and 
communications  
in college.

Bold dream: 

Own a household brand, 
similar to Magnolia 
(Chip and Joanna Gaines).

Ava Limberg, Age 16 
Roles: Grantee; Summit Speaker;  
Trailblazer Fellow

Clara Limberg, Age 11  
Roles: Grantee; Summit Speaker 

Hill City, MN

Elyana Hewitt
Age 18 – Duluth, MN
Roles: Grantee; Trailblazer Fellow 

Cloie Stevens
Age 20 – Marshall, MN 
Roles: Grantee; 2024 DreamMaker 

Hawthorne Oachs 
Age 16 – Minneapolis, MN 
Roles: Grantee; Trailblazer Fellow; Summit Performer

“
Every cupcake, every  
sale, taught me how  
powerful ideas can be  
when you believe in them.

”

Bold dream: 

To share her music 
with the world  
and give voice 
to her generation.

“
Dearest Hawthorne, age 11  
may seem challenging right 
now, but never give up. There 
will be no path for you to find. 
You will pave it with every 
faithful step you take. 

”

“
I would tell my younger self not to worry about the opinions  
of others. Not long ago, I constantly felt judged for my actions. 
I stayed awake thinking my personality was too assertive or too 
braggy and I was secretly an insufferable, annoying person.  
Now, I realize that I cannot let the beliefs of others dictate the 
way I want to live. I am loud and proud to be part of supposedly 
“nerdy” activities, and I am not afraid to stand up and voice my 
views. It is far more essential to be true to yourself. 

”
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Hildie’s Trail: Hildie acts, sings, and speaks statewide for LGBTQ+ 
Equity and Inclusion, from the Children’s Theatre to the Capitol.

Ileini’s Trail: A hockey player and  
mental-health advocate, Ileini is  
launching her own podcast to help  
teens feel seen and supported. 

Bold dream: 

To use performance 
to celebrate and 
protect kids.

Bold dream: 

To advocate  
for mental health  
through sport.

Hildie Edwards
Age 15 – Eagan, MN
Roles: Summit Keynote Speaker 

Ileini Hirt
Age 17 – Duluth, MN 
Roles: Grantee; Trailblazer Fellow; Summit Speaker 

“ 
Don’t be afraid to stand out — 
you are beautiful, talented, 
and never alone.

”

“ 
While girlhood is messy sometimes, so much 
of it is so joyful. I encourage you all to lean 
into your amazing self more. Don’t be afraid 
to give new people a chance. [...] When we 
are all included, we all do better. And who 
doesn’t want a world where women and girls 
can thrive at their fullest potential. 

”

Jorja’s Trail: In 2023, Jorja founded Youth in Law, a 501(c)(3) nonprof-
it dedicated to creating accessible mentorship opportunities for high 
school students interested in law. Under her leadership, Youth in Law 
has grown from a local initiative to a multi-chapter organization across 
the Midwest, connecting students with judges, attorneys, and legal 
professionals through mentorships, court viewing programs, and 
hands-on workshops. Beyond her nonprofit work, Jorja is pursuing 
her undergraduate studies at the University of Wisconsin–Madison 
with the goal of becoming an attorney.

Bold dream: 

To make legal  
mentorship  
accessible to  
every student.

Jorja Wodziak
Age 19 – Rochester, MN
Roles: Grantee; Summit Speaker;  

Summit Advisor 

“ 
Everyone deserves guidance on the path to justice.

”

Madeline’s Trail: A GHR Fellow at the University of St. Thomas  
(freshman), Madeline studies international business and advocacy.  
Her fellowship in D.C. deepened her commitment to global leadership.

Bold dream: 

To change the world 
diplomacy and law. 

Madeline Lemmer
Age 18 – Winona, MN
Roles: Grantee; Trailblazer Fellow; Annual Celebration Host;  
Summit Speaker; Summit Advisor 

“ 
All I knew was that
someday I wanted to 
change the world. 

”
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Mia’s Trail: Last summer, Mia toured southern France and Spain, 
expanding her artistry and perspective through music and travel. 
Mia is a sophomore at St. Olaf College and plays in her college orchestra.

Micah’s Trail: A marketing graduate from the University of  
Northwestern–St. Paul, Micah channels artistry and empathy  
into her career while creating handmade cards and letters.

Bold dream: 

To perform internationally  
with her orchestra.

Bold dream: 

To lead with creativity  
and purpose in business.

Mia Stipkovits
Age 19 – Minneapolis, MN
Roles: Grantee; Trailblazer Fellow 

Micah Ngafua
Age 22 – Andover, MN 
Roles: Grantee; Summit Speaker; Summit Advisor 

“ 
Be gentle with yourself — your best today is enough. 

”

Margaret’s Trail: Margaret plays guitar in her  
family band and leads her school’s cross-country 
team while creating art that champions empathy. 

Bold dream: 

To share music that 
unites her family 
and community.

Margaret Spray
Age 17 – St. Paul, MN 
Roles: Grantee; Trailblazer Fellow 

Ann Bancroft Foundation 2024 - 2025 Impact Report

McKenzie’s Trail: Currently a freshman at University of San Diego.

Bold dream: 

To strengthen  
her community 
through faith,  
creativity,  
and service. 

McKenzie McMoore
Age 19 – Minneapolis, MN
Roles: Summit Speaker 

“ 
How can you [youth] 
get involved in your community? 
Look for youth advisory boards, 
there are more than you think. 
And if you can’t find any in your 
own community, start one. There 
are always problems that need to 
be solved and be the one to do it. 

”

“ 
There are always problems that need to be solved.  
Be the one to do it.

”

“ 
Kindness is a craft — 
something you build  
with care. 

”
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Michon’s Trail: A mountain-biker and violinist, Michon  
embraces adventure and curiosity as guides to growth.  
Michon is a sophomore at the University of Minnesota.

“
Being curious expands my perspective  
and deepens my understanding of everything. 

”

Nat’s Trail: The Ann Bancroft Foundation Grant helped Nat acquire 
materials for new art pieces, including work they plan to sell at 
upcoming art fairs. They previously showcased their sculpture, 
Fibrous Fantasm, in the SEA Us Write & Design exhibition with the 
Hmong Girls’ Circle. Inspired by the 2024 Annual Celebration theme, 
The Gift of Girlhood, Nat created the key visual, Girls in a Field. The 
piece shows two girls lying in a lush meadow, laughing and talking 
as they watch ants move in and out of an anthill. Dragonflies, symbols 
of change and transformation, hover nearby, capturing the spirit of 
growth reflected in Nat’s work.

Oluwatomini’s Trail: At 14, Oluwatomini used her grant 
to empower African immigrant girls through mental 
health literacy. Today, she is the Senior Program Manager at 
Restoration for All Inc., where she leads community-based 
programs that connect African immigrant and refugee 
families with mental health, wellness, and social support services 
across Minnesota. She holds a master’s degree in Public Health 
and is currently pursuing her Doctor of Public Health, with a 
focus on resilience, community health, sustainable well-being, 
and the role of spirituality in healing.

Bold dream: 

To study out of  
state and explore  
new horizons.

Bold dream: 

To build a career as  
a professional artist.

Michon Harju 
Age 18 – Duluth, MN 
Roles: Grantee; Trailblazer Fellow 

Nat Vuong
Age 18 – Coon Rapids, MN 
Roles: Grantee; 2024 Event Illustrator 

Oluwatomini Ola 
Age 24 – Rosemount, MN 
Roles: Grantee; 2024 DreamMaker; Summit Advisor

“ 
I hope my art will make more people  
smile and spark inspiration within them.

”

Bold dream: 

To transform  
community health 
through resilience  
and advocacy.

“
I am proud of myself for  
the strides I have made in  
my career, the lives I have 
touched through my work,  
my unwavering commitment 
to making a difference in the 
world, and believing in the 
potential for extraordinary 
achievements. 

”
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Serena Eischens
Age 18 – Stacy, MN
Grantee; Trailblazer Fellow 

Serena’s Trail: With her grant, Serena learned 
to co-pilot an aircraft, how to fly, and navigate 
airspace. She continues aviation training while 
volunteering at a local arts center, blending 
creativity and discipline in all she does.

Bold dream: 

To be a commercial pilot.

“ 
The grant increased 
my capacity for  
discomfort and honed 
my resiliency. Not 
only did the grant 
give me the freedom 
to pursue my passion, 
but it helped me 
realize that I am 
stronger than I know.” 

”

Per’Jah’s Trail: Per’Jah played softball
for her high school, was a member
of the National Honors Society as
a subcommittee chair, participated
in theater, is President of Lasallians
in Equity and Peace (LEAP), and
was President of the Art Club. 
Per’Jah is now a sophomore at 
Xavier University in New Orleans.
 

Bold dream: 

To become a  
neurosurgeon who 
breaks barriers 
in medicine.

Per’Jah Hilliard 
Age 19 – Minneapolis, MN
Roles: Grantee; Trailblazer Fellow 

“
Relentlessly pursue your dreams. If it’s something you are  
passionate about, wholeheartedly embrace it. Refuse to settle  
for less simply because others are doing so. Your dreams are 
worth the effort, regardless of the time it takes to achieve them. 

”

Demographics

Twin Cities Metro   
(Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, Scott, Washington Counties)

Greater MN

Spring 2024 Fall 2024 Fellowship

40 30	 4

100 102	 6

74

208

High School 
(Grades 9-12)

168

Sports and
Athletics

73

Elementary
School  

(Grades K-5)

39

Education, Skill 
Development, 

and STEM

88

Middle School 
(Grades 6-8)

75

Adventure and 
Exploration

63

GRANTS BY GRADE GRANTS BY RACE

GRANTS BY ACTIVITY

White/ 
Caucasian

122

Black/African 
American

65

Multi-Racial

56
Asian

24
Hispanic

11
   Choose not to share 1
American Indian/Alaska Native 3

Arts and  
Creative  

Expression

58

GRANTS BY REGION
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Net Assets 12/31/23					     $1,148,149

Change in Net Assets Unrestricted	   		     $30,346

Change in Net Assets with Restrictions		  $(64,232) 

Net Assets 12/31/2024	   				    $1,114,263

Thank you to all 566 donors who made a  
gift in 2024 and helped start a dream trail.    
The Ann Bancroft Foundation is 100% funded by our incredible community. The work we do 
to support girl-identifying youth across Minnesota simply would not be possible without you.

Financials

Operating
Revenues
$934,932

vs.
2023 $880,699

Total Assets
$1,287,309

vs.
2023 $1,289,979

Operating
Expenses
$968,818

vs.
2023 $876,438

Total Liabilities
$173,046

vs.
2023 $141,830

Operating
Income

$(33,886)
vs.

2023 $4,261

Net Assets
$1,114,263

vs.
2023 $1,148,149

Audited Financials
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Affinity Plus Federal Credit Union

Ameriprise Financial

The Athwin Foundation

Atlas Staffing Inc

The Barry Foundation

Blandin Foundation

Blaze Credit Union

Cargill Foundation

The Craig & Beverley Miller Family Fund

Delta Dental of Minnesota Foundation

Dorsey & Whitney LLP

ECMC Foundation

Evereve

F.R. Bigelow Foundation

Fred C. and Katherine B. Andersen Foundation

Fredrikson & Byron P.A.

GHR Foundation

Gilchrist Stephens Family Fund

Girls S.H.I.N.E.

Hubbard Broadcasting Foundation

Hugh J. Andersen Foundation

James T. Nystrom Foundation

Jones Day

JP Morgan Chase Foundation

The Karuna Fund 

M. A. Mortenson Co

Margaret A. Cargill Philanthropies

Maslon

McCormick Hadley Family Fund

Medtronic Foundation

Melissa Raphan & Tom Rock Charitable Fund

Midway Bicycle Supply

The Minneapolis Foundation

Minnesota Timberwolves & Lynx

Minnesota Vikings

Mr. Michael Recycles Bicycles LLC

Old National Bank

Olson Wealth Group LLC

Osaic Foundation

Otto Bremer Trust

Patrick and Aimee Butler Family Foundation

Paul and Sheila Steiner Charitable Trust

Perforce Software, Inc.

Pinnacle Performance Group

Rogue Foundation

Ron and Barb Fraboni Family Fund

Rudy Luther Toyota

The Saint Paul and Minnesota Foundation

Sarah J. Andersen Fund of the Hugh J. Andersen 

Foundation

Schwab Charitable

SkiHut

South-Town Refrigeration & Mechanical

Sunrise Banks

Target Corporation

The Larry Loved Fund

Thrivent

Tides Foundation

Tiffin Family Fund of the Catholic  

   Community Foundation

U.S. Bank

The Walser Foundation

Willson and Shrestha Family Trust

Win & Christie Neuger Family Foundation

Women’s Foundation of Minnesota

Corporations and Foundations

Adison Majsterski 	 	 	
	 - Bill and Marcia Guthrie	
	 - Megan Majsterski Lazere	
			 
Andy Steiner-Manning	 		
	 - Sundraya Kase	
	 To honor my friend and board member Andy Steiner 
	 - Mary Myers	
			 
Ann Bancroft			 
	 - Kath Sharp	
	 - Erin Munson	
	 As a Board member of ISD 197 Educational 
	 Foundation, I’d like to thank Ann Bancroft for 
	 speaking at our luncheon fundraiser on May 2nd!

	 - Kendra Klemme	
	 I had the great honor to hear Ann speak at the ISD  
	 197 Educational Foundation luncheon earlier this 	  
	 month and was inspired by her and her message. 		
	 Thank you so much to Ann for speaking to our group!
			 
Anne Miner-Pearson 			 
	 - Sarah Hart	
	 In honor of Anne Miner-Pearson on the 40th 
	 anniversary of her ordination to the Episcopal 
	 priesthood. 
			 
Charles and Mary Field			
	 - Elizabeth Closmore	
	 In honor of Mary & Chuck Field
			 
Ethelind Kaba			 
	 - Melissa Wendling Olds	
	 In honor and thanks for Ethelind and team 
	 for presenting to our Pinnacle team today. 
	 - Paul Pribbenow	
	 - Karlyn Coleman	
	 In honor of Ethelind Kaba’s birthday and all that  
	 she  does to empower the next generation and  
	 help them build community. 
	 - Violet Rugara	  
	 In support of the ED, Ethelind. An authentic  
	 & phenomenal leader. 
			 
Dr. Gigi Chawla			
	 - Jennifer and John Soderholm	
	 - Gilchrist Stephens Family Fund	
			 
Linda Schneewind			 
	 - Jeff Schneewind	
	 My sister Linda, who is an inspiration to all.
			 

Nancy Polette			 
	 - Karen Pavlicin
	 In honor of Nancy Polette, author of The Spy With  
	 the Wooden Leg: The Story of Virginia Hall. Nancy  
	 donates her royalty to organizations that help girls 	
	 and young women reach their full potential. 
			 
Norah and Maddy			    
	 - Anonymous
	 In honor of Norah and Maddy. Two strong women  
	 who inspire us!
			 
The Ann Bancroft Foundation Staff			 
	 - Ethelind Kaba	
	 In honor of The Ann Bancroft Foundation small  
	 but mighty staff.
			 
Therese Vogel	 		
	 - Annie Ciernia	
	 I would like to make this donation in honor of my 		
	 mother, Therese Vogel, who has been a tireless 
	 supporter of girls in STEM for decades.
			 

In Memory Of 
 
Barbara Fraboni			 
	 - Ron and Barb Fraboni Family Fund	
			 
Charles and Mary Field			
	 - Nancy and Don Lipps 
	   Chuck and Mary Field Memorial. 
	 - Wendy Thames
			 
Kris Carlton			 
	 - Stephen and Heidi Burch
	 In continuing memory of my friend & professional 		
	 mentor Kris Carlton.
			  		

Dedicated To 
Natalie Warren			
	 - Anna Essendrup
	 Dedicated to Natalie Warren, author of Hudson Bay 	
	 Bound. Thank you for sharing your story with us!
			 
	 - Jo Ann Buysse	
	 To my mom, who supported my love of sport  
	 when it wasn’t a welcoming space for girls.  
	 Happy Mother’s Day! 
	  
	 - Tuleah Palmer
	 to the explorer in every girl from the woods!

Thank you to our 2024 Donors 
Memorial & Tributes 

In Honor Of
Your support enables  

dreams to take flight.
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Abby (Michels) Endres
Stephanie Albert
Susan Albrecht
Anonymous	
Sara Armstrong-Nathan
JoAnne Austin
Beverly Bachel
Dana Backer
Ann Bancroft
Hunter	 Bancroft
Sarah Bancroft-Howard
Aisha Barry
Connie Barry
Tiger Beaudoin
Elissa Becker
Tom Bellamy
Karla Benson Rutten
Heather Bergeson
Amy Bergstrom
Shay Berkowitz
Jane Blanch
Maurice Blanks
Meg Boehne
Angie Boelter
Susan Boren
Elizabeth Borer
Nisha Botchwey
Jerra Boudjouk
Jane Braun
Lisa Brezonik
Teresa Bruckner
Karin Bultman
Sarah Bunge
Gina Buss
Jo Ann Buysse
Marty Byers
Rosann Cahill
Therese Caldwell
Margaret Callahan
Peggy Carlson
Sylvia Carlson
Shelley Carthen Watson
Andrea Carty
Chris Chapman

Dr. Pamela Gigi Chawla
Jill and Colin Chisholm
Davia Christiansen
Maria Christu
Scott Cole
Karlyn Coleman
Candice Collins
Kristen Cooper
Jane Cowles
Melissa Cuff
Mary Cullen
Ashley D’Agostino
Caleb Dahl
Virginia Dale
Shelly Dau
Don Davidson
Edward Dayton
Flannery Delaney
Jade Denson
Sue DeNuccio
Shawna Dhariwal
Danny Dietl
Mairi Doerr
Fiona Donnelly
Mackenzie Drews
Heidi Dzieweczynski
Amy Ebel
Sally Ehlers
Kathie	Eiland-Madison
Holly Eng
Amy Eppen
Sarah Erkkinen
Lara Etnier
Charlie Field
Glen Fladeboe
Paul Folger
Justin Freiberg
Meg Gilbertson
Annie Glavan
Lolyann Gochicoa
Kate Golden
Melissa Goodman
Dianne Goodwin
Dan Goss

Suanne Grobe Ranheim
Sengdara Grue
Holly Grunklee
Karen Gutierrez
Moh Habib
Reham Habib
Lisa Handley
Mark Harrison
Jolene	Hart
Jackie Hartman* and  
  Kenny Kozachok
Robert	Hartman
Linda Harty
Katherine Hayes
Julie Hays
Kari Henry
Joan Higinbotham
Constance Hilliard Coyne
Michelle Hoff
Melanie Hoffert
Shannon Horsager
Leeanne Huber
Alice Johnson and Amy Crawford
Cheniqua Johnson
Jan Jones  
Mary Jones and Dominic Papatola
Robert	 Joslin
Christelle Just
Samie Kaufman
Kari Kehr-Dzieweczynski*
Carly Keller
Joan Kempffer
Beth Kessler
Sara and Amy Kilian
Jane King
Elizabeth Kleber
Dayna	Kleve
Liz Kniffen
Carley Knox and Cheryl Reeve
Brenda Kowske
Amanda Kreider
Ryan Kroening
Laura Krueger
Greg Lais

Lynette Lamb
Sarah Lang
Kathleen Larkin
Betsy Laun
Rep. Liz Lee
Kylee Leonetti
John Levy
Kendra Lewis
Brenda Lightbody
Jake Loesch
Chastity Lord
Anna Lovely
Liberty	 Lucken
Craig Luedemann*
Jennifer Lundblad
Lonna Lysne
Christi Mack
Cathy Madison
Jan Malcolm*
Julie Martin
Rob Mauzy
Stacey	McFarland Stahl
Dorothy McIntyre
Kelly McNamara
Michelle McNerney
Jeri Meola and Judy Osbourne
Kate Metzger
Jamie Millard
Robin Millard
Jill Miller
Diane Miner
Mimie Mogaka
Tracy Moosbrugger
Martha Mumma
Anne Munsinger
Laura Murphy
Mary Myers
Marnie Myhre
Stella Narr
Heather Noble

Todd Norsten
Mary Jo Nye
Michael O’Connell
Eric Olsen
Sandra	 Overland
Veda Pai-Panandiker
Tuleah	Palmer
Luciano Patiño
Danielle Paulson
Jill Pavlak
Kris Petersen
Cynthia Piper
Gretchen Piper
Colleen Porter
Scott Potter
Paul Pribbenow
Irene Qualters
Tim Quinn
Amy Rahja
Janet Rice
Rebecca Robbins
Maribeth Romslo
Kennon Rothchild
Mike Ruetz
Ric Saatzer
Erin Saewert
Kathy Schleichert
Jeff Schneewind
Linda Schneewind
Julia Schraut
Andrea Schrieffer
Cathy Schulz
Liz Seaman
Susan Sencer
Kim Senn
Kath Sharp
Hillery Shay
Lee Sheehy and Cathy Lawrence
William Simpson
Erin Sindberg Porter

Jennifer & John Soderholm
Jeff Sorensen
Rebecca Sorensen
Marla Spivak
Amy Spohn
Sylvia Stanley
Andrea Steiner-Manning
Janet Stellpflug
Kandy Stevens
Patricia Stewart
Sarah Strehl
John Sullivan
Mary Swanson
Cara Sylvester
Teresa Thompson
Todd Thompson
Krista Twesme
Lani Varela
Trish Vaurio
Erica Vermeij
Lee Vue
Peter Vujovich
Melissa Ward
Clairese Warner
Lucia Watson
Michael Weber
Stefani Weber
Megan Welty
Susan Wessel*
Alex West Steinman
Steven Whitaker
Paula Winkler
Julie Wissinger
Marcia Witt
Jason Woods
Brian and Pahoua Yang Hoffman
Daniel Yarano
Anna Youngerman
Jo Ann Zimmermann

PLEASE NOTE: The list of individual donors includes those who contributed $200 or more in 2024. We make every effort 
to ensure the accuracy of these lists. If there is an error, kindly contact Grace Schreder at info@annbancroftfoundation.
org or 612-361-8190 so we may correct our records.

* Indicates individuals who joined the Legacy Society by including the Ann Bancroft Foundation in their estate plans.

Individuals Individuals
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ANGELA GUST 
JERI MEOLA 
MARY JONES 
SARAH STOUT MILLER
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANGIE BOELTER
JASON SEIFERT
KARI HENRY
 

JILL MILLER

DR. GIGI CHAWLA, Co-Chair 
JAMIE MILLARD, Co-Chair
AMY EPPEN
CAROLINE CORREIA
CHRISTINA HANSEN COHEN
ETHELIND B. KABA
GRACE	SCHREDER
HEATHER NOBLE
JULIE COHEN
LEILA KEITA
LUCIANO PATIÑO
MARIBETH ROMSLO
PAMELA ROEMER
ROBERT RADTKE
SARAH	ERKKINEN

SHARON OLSON
Director Emerita 

Olson Wealth Group

ANN BANCROFT
Founder 

Bancroft Arnesen Explore

ANNETTE WANCHENA 
Alerus Financial

KELLY McNAMARA
Mortenson

LaCORA BRADFORD KESTI
Secretary 

Women’s Foundation  
of Minnesota

JAN MALCOLM
Director Emerita 

Minnesota Department  
of Health (Retired)

REBEKKAH LAMAR  
BRUNSON

Minnesota Lynx

JADE DENSON
Target

VEDA PAI-PANANDIKER
Treasurer 

New York Life

DR. GIGI CHAWLA 
Children’s Minnesota

JACKIE HARTMAN
The Nature Conservancy

ELIZABETH BORER
Margaret A. Cargill  

Philanthropies

SARA KILIAN
Perforce Software

CARLEY KNOX
Minnesota Lynx

LEE VUE
Vice Chair

Youth Leadership Initiative

ANDY STEINER-MANNING 
Freelance Journalist

AMY BERGSTROM
College of St. Scholastica

2024 - 2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ABF DREAM TEAM

SARAH STREHL
Board Chair 
ECMC Group

LAUREN SKAR
Program Manager

MARQUITA BUTLER
 Associate Director

GRACE SCHREDER
Operations Administrator

& Executive Assistant

ETHELIND B. KABA
Executive Director

INCOMING 

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 2024 EVENT COMMITTEE

FINANCE COMMITTEE

PROGRAM COMMITTEE
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2233 University Avenue W. Suite 450
St. Paul, MN 55114

P: 612-338-5752
info@annbancroftfoundation.org

AnnBancroftFoundation.org


