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13th annual event to be held April 29, 2010

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn.  (April 2010) -- The 13th annual Ann Bancroft Awards, to be held Thursday, April 29, 2010 at the Hyatt Hotel in downtown Minneapolis, will recognize four recipients for their accomplishments and support of girls and women.  The four winners are: co-winners Jazzmin Brooks and Dafina Bobo; Adrienne Diercks; Cindy Reuther; and Women’s Environmental Institute (WEI). (bios of winners below)
Proceeds from the event will further the efforts of the Ann Bancroft Foundation.  Event sponsors include Best Buy Women’s Leadership Forum, Imation, Dunn Brothers Coffee, Women’s Foundation of Minnesota, KARE 11 and Minnesota Women’s Press.  For ticket information contact www.annbancroftfoundation.org or call Tracy Adams at 763 479-4499.  The reception begins at 5:30 p.m. followed by dinner and the awards program.  

The Ann Bancroft Foundation (ABF)
The Ann Bancroft Foundation (www.annbancroftfoundation.org) is a non-profit organization whose mission is to support girls and women in realizing their highest dreams and potential.  The ABF endeavors to recognize individual achievement and promotes initiatives that inspire courage, risk-taking, integrity and individuality in girls and women.

The ABF exemplifies the spirit of explorer and educator, Ann Bancroft, whose leadership and personal and historic achievements have inspired all people to take on new challenges.   Bancroft organized and led the first all-woman expedition to Antarctica, becoming the first woman to reach both Poles across the ice.  In 2001 Bancroft and Norwegian Liv Arnesen became the first women in history to cross Antarctica's landmass.  

In addition to the Ann Bancroft Awards, the ABF’s generous donors and mentors help underserved girls take the first steps toward fresh possibilities.  ABF Micro Grants – of up to $500 -- fund meaningful experiences for girls, many of whom are disenfranchised and close to falling through the cracks.  Mentors encourage the girls to use an ABF Micro Grant as a springboard to the next exploration and to gain a new perspective on their own abilities and goals.  Girls discover new self-confidence and self-knowledge as they open their eyes to a broader world -- and to new possibilities within themselves.
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Winners of the 13th annual 2010 Ann Bancroft Awards
Jazzmin Brooks and Dafina Bobo (co-winners) – Dream Maker Award winner

“Girl” category (leadership and achievement)

In 2004, Jazzmin Brooks and Dafina Bobo wanted to find a way for girls to develop a sisterhood of high educational standards, leadership and a commitment to service.  They were 11 years old.  Two years later, these young activists created Girls in Motion Minnesota, which promotes excellence in education, vocation, leadership, civic service and the arts through a variety of educational and career opportunities.  Today, the two high school juniors are empowering girls to lead dynamic and purpose-driven lives.  (Jazzmin is a 17-year-old junior at Blaine High School, and Dafina is a16-year-old junior at Blake School.  Both girls live in Minneapolis.)
Adrienne Diercks – Dream Maker Award winner

 “Individual” category (leadership and achievement)

Since graduating college, Adrienne Diercks has had a dream of her own: to help young people believe in their dreams, to envision a future for themselves, and to take positive steps toward making their dreams become reality.  In 1994, Diercks created Project SUCCESS, a model that uses goal-setting workshops, live theater and one-on-one support to help youth plan their paths before they graduate.  Minneapolis-based Project SUCCESS, which serves over 10,000 young people and their families every year, discovers and reveals the possibilities that exist for students, ensuring they have the tools and vision needed to prepare for their future.

Cindy Reuther – Dream Maker Award winner

“Individual” category (support for girls and women)

Economic forecasts for the next decade project a 20-33 percent increase in scientific and technical fields in Minnesota.  Yet research shows that girls decrease their academic motivation in science, math and technology around the age of 10.  Disturbed by these facts, Cindy Reuther envisioned an exciting learning environment where girls are inspired to learn and to explore their potential, develop their intellect and discover their brilliance in all academic arenas.  In September 2007, she founded St. Paul-based Laura Jeffrey Academy (LJA), the only girl-focused charter school in Minnesota and, perhaps, the only girl-focused, arts-infused, science, technology, math and engineering middle school in the world.  

Women’s Environmental Institute (WEI) – Dream Maker Award winner

“Organization” category (support for girls and women)

The Women’s Environmental Institute (WEI) is an environmental justice organization that helps communities learn about and then organize on their own behalf to reduce their exposure to environmental toxics.  Based in North Branch, Minn. and led by Executive Director Karen Joy Clark, WEI conducts research, collaborates with other groups on calls for policy reform, supports community-based advocacy efforts, and raises public awareness of environmental and agricultural justice issues.  In the six years since its inception, WEI has served as a positive, transformative force for hundreds of girls and women who have become personally engaged in its mission, and its work has positively influenced the lives and health of countless others.  

###

Editors and producers: Photos of the winners and Ann Bancroft are available upon request.
